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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Bedford. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1947. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis 
which  occurred  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  the  year.  Though  the  numbers 
affected  were  not  absolutely  large,  yet  the  risk  of  death,  or,  if  not, death,  of 
permanent  crippling,  among  those  affected,  must  in  any  outbreak  always  give 
rise  to  considerable  anxiety  among  those  exposed  to  risk  or  those  in  any  way 
responsible  for  dealing  with  such  an  epidemic. 

Paratyphoid  fever  was  prevalent  in  areas  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bedford 
borough  ; but  the  borough  itself  fortunately  escaped  infection,  although  from 
the  frequency  of  intercourse  between  the  areas  and  the  borough,  as  well  as  the 
supply  to  the  borough  of  vegetable  produce  from  these  areas,  there  always 
seemed  a risk  that  infection  might  thus  be  conveyed. 

Changes  in  local  government  proceed  apace,  which  are  often  most  un- 
welcome to  local  authorities,  especially  the  smaller.  Yet,  since  they  are  willed 
by  the  dominant  minority  acting  in  the  name  of  the  majority,  all  these  changes 
must  be  seen  to  be  in  the  inevitable  march  of  events,  and  all  resistance  to  them 
on  the  part  of  smaller  units  or  groups  as  an  ineffectual  wrestling  against  the 
rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places. 

I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  this  department  for  their  help 
in  the  work,  as  well  as  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  BOWES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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first  full-time  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department,  and  was  appointed 
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the  Welfare  Centres.  She  has  a long  record  of  hard  and  conscientious  work 
over  a long  period,  including  the  war  years  with  their  various  problems  and 
difficulties. 
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130R0UGH  OF  BEUFORi) 


Annual  Report  of 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

G.  K.  BOWES,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


I.  Summary  of  Statistics 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres) 

Population  : — 

Census  1931  (before  extension)  ...  ...  

Census  1931  (including  area  added  1st  April,  1934) 
Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Civilian  Population  for  1947  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  : — 

Census  1931  (including  added  area) 

According  to  Rate  Books  (31st  December,  1947) 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census,  1931,  including 
added  area)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1947) 

Yield  of  One  Penny  Rate  (30th  September,  1947)  ... 


4,972 


40,554 

42,606 

51,880 


10,427 

14,392 


11,206 

£408,657 

£1,660 


1.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1947 


Live  Births  : — 
Legitimate  . . . 

• « • 

• • • 

Total 

947 

Male 

507 

F emale 
440 

Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

67 

30 

37 

Total 

• • • 

• • • 

1014 

537 

477 

Birth-rate  19.5 

Stillbirths  : — 

Legitimate  . . . 

• « • 

• • • 

25 

15 

10 

Illegitimate  ... 

« • • 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

ft 

« • « 

• • • 

25 

15 

10 

Rate  0.48* 

Deaths  

• • • 

• • • 

659 

323 

336 

Death-rate  12.7 

*24.1  per  1,000  total  (liv’c  and  still)  births  rei^istcred. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of.  Childbirth  : — 

From  Sepsis  0 

Other  Causes  1 

*0.90  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  registered. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  Live  Births  : — 
Legitimate,  25  ; Illegitimate,  4 ; total,  29. 


Deaths  from  : — 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  ag 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  ... 
Cancer  ... 

Influenza  ...  

tl.97  per  1,000  total 


Number 

Rate 

• ••  •••  ••• 

1 

0.2 

• ••  •••  ••• 

0 

— 

2 

t 

•••  •••  ••• 

17 

0.33 

• ••  ••• 

6 

0.12 

•••  ••• 

23 

0.44 

•••  •••  ••• 

. no 

2.12 

•••  •••  ••• 

ive  births  registered. 

4 

0.08 

2.  Causes  of  Death 

The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the  Registrar- 
General’s  statistics. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

• . • i * , 

323 

336 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 





2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

• • • • . • 

— 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • . • • • 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

...  ... 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  ... 

...  ... 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

...  • • • 

10 

7 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

• . • • • • 

1 

5 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

...  ... 

1 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

...  ... 

2 

2 

10. 

Measles 

...  ... 

— 

1 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

...  ... 

3 

— 

12. 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

...  ... 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M); 

Uterus  (F) 

7 

8 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

...  ... 

11 

10 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

...  ... 

— 

12 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

...  ... 

31 

31 

17. 

Diabetes 

...  ... 

2 

7 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

...  ... 

28 

48 

19. 

Heart  Diseases 

...  ... 

87 

77 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

...  ... 

30 

30 

21. 

Bronchitis 

...  ... 

17 

10 

22. 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  ... 

15 

9 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

... 

6 

7 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

...  ... 

9 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

...  • • • 

1 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis 

... 

2 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

... 

4 

5 

28. 

Nephritis 

... 

5 

7 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortion  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

...  ... 

— 

1 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

...  ... 

8 

1 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries, 

Infantile 

Diseases  ... 

...  ... 

7 

*> 

33. 

Suicide 

...  ... 

— 

4 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

...  . • • 

1 

1 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

...  ... 

5 

b 

36. 

All  Other  Causes 

...  ... 

30 

39 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
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3.  Population 

The  popuLation  as  given  by  the  Registrar-General  was  51,880,  an  appre- 
ciable increase  (550)  on  the  hgure  for  the  previous  year.  A large  part  of  this 
increase  is  due  to  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  accordance  with  the  post-war 
rise  in  the  birth  rate. 

4.  Death  Rate 

The  death  rate  was  12.7  in  comparison  with  12.8  for  the  previous  year  and 
12.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The  higher  death  rate  for  Bedford  is  due  to  the 
greater  average  age  of  the  population. 

The  following  comments  on  causes  of  death  may  be  made  in  addition  to 
the  special  causes  mentioned  on  page  10.  One  death  was  caused  by  measles. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  or  whooping  cough. 
Influenza  caused  four  deaths  in  comparison  with  19  in  1946  ; cerebro-spinal 
fever,  1 ; suicide,  4.  There  were  two  fatal  road  accidents  affecting  borough 
residents,  both  of  which  occurred  outside  the  borough  boundary  ; there  was  no 
fatal  road  accident  within  the  borough  boundary. 

5.  Maternal  Mortality 

The  one  maternal  death  was  due  to  — 

(а)  Obstetric  shock. 

(б)  Retained  placenta. 

6.  Infant  Mortality 

The  following  table  shows  the  infant  mortality  from  various  causes  stated 
in  accordance  with  the  age  at  death.  Of  this  total,  21  were  male  infants  and 
eight  female. 


The  headings  of  the  table  are  those  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


Cause 

Weeks 

Total 

under 

one 

month 

Months 

« 

Total 

under 

one 

year 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

1- 

3- 

6- 

9- 

Measles  ... 





— 

■ 

_ 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

♦ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Congenital  malformations*  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Premature  birth 

7 

2 

1 

— 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Injury  at  birth 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia,  atelectasis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Haemolytic  diseasef  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  Causes;|:  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Totals 

11 

3 

2 

— 

16 

5 

4 

3 

1 

29 

Notes. — * Includes  One  spina  bifida. 

One  congenital  heart  disease. 

t Includes  One  congenital  haemolytic  anaemia. 

One  icterus  neonatorum. 

^Includes  One  pneumococcal  meningitis. 

One  comminuted  fracture  of  skull  (murder). 

One  accidental  death — asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  vomited 
stomach  contents. 
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In  the  case  of  deaths  from  premature  births  the  ages  were  as  follows  : — 


2 hours  ...  1 

4 hours  ...  1 

7 hours  ...  1 

10  hours  ...  1 

27  hours  ...  1 

31 1 hours  ...  1 

5 days  ...  1 

7 days  ...  1 


0-24  hours  4 


24-48  hours  2 

Over  2 and  under  7 days  ...  1 

7 days  and  over 1 


The  figures  of  infant  mortality  for  Bedford  and  for  England  and  Wales  for 
comparison  for  the  last  10  years  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 


Year 

Bedford 

England  and  Wales 

.1938 

70 

53 

1939 

28 

50 

(51) 

1940 

55 

55 

(57) 

1941 

44 

59 

(60) 

1942 

36 

49 

(51) 

1943 

41 

49 

1944 

25 

46 

1945 

35 

46 

1946 

31 

43 

1947 

29 

41 

Average 

1938-1947  

39 

49 

In  explanation  of  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  it  may  be  said  that  in 
recent  years  the  practice  of  the  Registrar-General  has  been  to  correct  the 
infant  mortality  figure  to  allow  for  the  varying  time-lag  in  registration  of  births 
and  of  upward  and  downward  trends  in  births  during  the  12  months  preceding 
the  deaths.  In  the  earlier  years  of  the  table  the  deaths  were  related  by  the 
Registrar-General  to  births  registered  in  the  same  year.  Where  subsequent 
calculation  on  the  present  basis  has  modified  this  figure,  the  figure  as  modified  has 
been  placed  in  brackets.  In  Bedford  the  figures  relate  to  deaths  and  births 
registered  in  the  same  year. 

On  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  figures  the  annual  variations  for  Bedford 
are  considerable,  but  over  the  period  of  10  years  the  average  figure  is  10  per 
1,000  below  that  of  England  and  Wales. 


7.  Birth  Rate 

The  birth  rate  for  Bedford  was  19.5  and  20.5  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  post-war  rise  in  the  birth  rate  has  been  maintained  both  in  the  borough 
and  in  the  country  as  a whole,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  regard  this  rise  as  other 
than  temporary.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  to  total  births  in  Bedford  has, 
after  its  rise  during  and  just  after  the  war,  returned  to  a figure  little  higher 
than  the  pre-war  figure.  The  rates  for  illegitimate  births  are  roughly  parallel 
in  England  and  Wales  and  Bedford. 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  last  ten  years. 
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Birth  Rates  and  Proportion  of  Illegitimate  to  Total  Births 

1938—1947 


Bedford 

Bedford 

Bedford 
Percentage  of 

England 
and  W'ales 

\'ear 

'I’olal 

1 llegitimate 

Illegitimate^  to 

Total 

Birth  Katt' 

Ih’rth  Kate 

Total  ftirths 

Birth  Kate 

1938 

14.4 

..  0.76  ... 

...  5.32 

..  15.1 

1939 

14.25  .... 

..  0.75 

...  5.46 

14.8* 

1940- 

13.2 

..  0.75 

...  5.68 

14.1* 

1941 

13.5 

..  0.81 

...  6.02 

13.9* 

1942 

14.7 

..  0.85 

5.78 

..  15.6* 

1943 

17.1 

1.53 

...  8.99 

16.2* 

1944 

19.8 

1.78 

...  9.03 

17.7* 

1945 

18.2 

..  2.47 

...  13.55 

15.9* 

1946 

18.4 

1.65 

...  8.99 

19.1 

1947 

19.5 

1.29 

...  6.61 

..  20.5 

* Kates  in  these  years  are  based  upon  total  population,  includint>  Armed  Forces  at 
home  and  abroad. 


8.  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Deaths  from  certain  causes, 
for  Bedford  and  England  and  Wales  compared 

The  following  table  gives  rates  for  births,  deaths,  certain  causes  of  death, 
maternal  and  infant  mortality  for  Bedford  and  England  and  Wales  compared. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 


Bedford  England  & Wales 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.5  20.5 

Still  Births  ...  ...  0.48  0.50 

Deaths  : — 

All  causes* 12.70  12.0 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ...  ...  — ‘ 0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  — ' 0.00 

Whooping  Cough  — 0.02 

Diphtheria — 0.01 

Influenza  0.08  0.09 

Smallpox  — 0.00 

Measles  0.02  0.01 


On  account  of  the  complexity  of  population  movements  the  Registrar-General  is  no  longer 
able  to  furnish  a comparability  factor  for  correction  of  the  death  rate  in  respect  of  age 
and  sex  constitution. 

Rates  per  l,00t)  Idv-’e  Births 


Bedford  ICngland  & W'ales 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  29  41 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age  ...  ' 1.97  5 8 


Maternal  Mortality  (excluding  abortion) : — 
Puerperal  Infection... 


Others 


Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births 
(Live  and  Still) 

Bedford  England  & Wales 


0.99 


0.16 

0.85 


« t t 


« • • 
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BEDFORD  HEALTH  REPORT 


II.  Social  Conditions 

There  has  been  no  considerable  change  in  social  conditions.  As  in  previous 
years  many  of  the  most  pressing  problems  with  which  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  called  upon  to  deal  are  connected  with  the  housing  shortage. 
Other  problems  are  encountered  which  are,  it  is  true,  partly  related  to  this, 
but  are  often  due  to  the  general  disintegration  of  family  life,  due  to  other  social 
conditions  of  the  time. 


III.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area 


1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Nature  of  Specimen 


by  the  Municipal  Laboratory 


Numbers 


Nose  and  Throat  swabs  for  examination  for  Diphtheria 
Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Gerber  Tests  of  Milk  ...  ... 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  Water  samples 


88 

1 

66 

264 


Specimens  requiring  further,  or  more  elaborate,  examination  than  can  be 
carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Cambridge,  or  to  the  Pathological 
Department  of  the  Bedford  County  Hospital. 


2.  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES 

Midwives  Service 

During  the  year  36  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise,  including 
some  who  undertook  temporary  duty  only.  The  following  table  shows  the 
work  carried  out  by  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough. 


Midwives — Cases  Attended 


>!< 


Municipal  Midwives  ... 

Midwives  in  Private  Nursing  Homes.. 
Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford 
District  Nursing  Association 
Midwives  attached  to  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution  (St.  Peter’s 
Hospital) 

Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford  and 
County  Girls’  Home 
Midwives  attached  to  the  Bedford 
County  Hospital 


No. 

As 

Mi  Iwife 

As  Malerniiy 
N u rse 

Tot.i 

4 

203 

42 

245 

6 

— 

507* 

507 

4 

49 

51 

100 

10 

445 

46 

491 

1 

42 

2 

44 

5 

261 

41 

302 

Including  cases  attended 
practise. 


by  Maternity  Nurses  who  do  not  notify  their  intention  to 

Municipal  Midwives 


The  number  of  midwives  employed  during  the  year  was  four.  There  was 
an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  births  attended  by  them  from  177  in  the 
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previous  yeur  to  245.  T.  his  increase  is  due  mainly  to  the  rise  in  the  birth  rate, 
but  in  part  to  the  rise  in  proportion  of  domiciliary  compared  with  institutional 

births. 

The  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  attended  during  the  last  ten  years. 


As 

As  Maternity 

dotal 

Year 

Midwife 

Nurse 

1938 

281 

63 

^44 

1939 

237 

44 

281 

1940 

231 

46 

277 

1941 

194 

42 

236 

1942 

198 

40 

238 

1943 

183 

30 

213 

1944* 

212 

37 

249 

1945 

171 

30 

201 

1946 

145 

32 

177 

1947 

203 

42 

245 

* Year  of  evacuation  due  to  flying  bombs. 


All  the  midwives  are  trained  in  the  use  of  the  Minnitt  apparatus  for  gas 
and  air  analgesia.  The  use  of  this  apparatus  is  not  as  wide  as  was  at  one  time 
expected.  During  the  year  it  was  used  in  45  out  of  a total  of  245  domiciliary 
births. 


Institutional  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Cases 

One  hundred  and  three  cases  for  whom  the  Council  accepted  financial 
responsibility  were  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Wards  of  the  Bedford  County 
Hospital. 

These  admissions  are  nearly  always  for  obstetric  reasons,  though  on 
occasion  admission  may  be  approved  for  unsuitable  home  conditions. 

The  demand  for  institutional  accommodation  for  mothers  expecting 
confinement  has  continued  large,  mainly  on  account  of  difficult  housing  condi- 
tions. It  has  been  the  duty  of  the  health  visitors  to  investigate  home  conditions 
in  order  to  determine  whether  these  were  in  fact  so  unsuitable  as  to  justify 
admission  to  the  limited  accommodation  of  St.  Peter’s  Hospital. 


Domiciliary  and  Institutional  Births 


Total  No. 

Proportion  of 

Births  in  Institutions 

of  Births 

Proportion 

Other 

notified 

of 

Private 

Institutions 

Year 

among 

Domiciliary 

Total 

Nursing 

(Hospital, 
Girls’  Home) 

Residents* 

Births 

Homes 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Percentage 

1938 

689 

62 

38 

10 

28 

1939 

686 

52 

48 

15 

33 

1940 

732 

48 

52 

19 

33 

1941 

826 

41 

59 

21 

38 

1942 

853 

34 

66 

22 

44 

1943 

927 

32 

68 

26 

42 

1944 

...  1,099 

33 

67 

23 

44 

1945 

982 

31 

69 

28 

41 

1946 

952 

30 

70 

27 

43 

1947 

...  1,033 

34 

66 

25 

41 

i hese  figures,  being  compiled  locally,  differ  slightly  from  the  figures  as  furnished  by  the 
Registrar-General. 


l(l 
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Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Supervision  by  Private  Practitioners 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  these  headings  by 
private  practitioners. 


No.  of  ante-natal  examinations  ... 

No.  of  first  examinations  included  in  above  : 
Insured  patients 
Uninsured  patients 

Total  

No.  of  post-natal  examinations  ... 


85 

27 

44 

71 


3.  HOME  HELPS 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  continued  during  the  year  to  be  respon- 
sible, subject  to  the  Town  Council,  for  the  Home  Help  Service. 

Mrs.  Symonds  is  County  Organiser  of  the  W.V.S.  and  Mrs.  V.  E.  Pedley  is 
whole-time  Organiser  for  the  service  in  question.  The  scheme  for  borough 
residents  is  organised  in  connection  with  that  for  county  residents,  and  in  the 
table  given,  figures  for  the  county  are  included  as  well  as  those  for  the  borough. 


Home  Helps 

Number  employed  : 

Whole  time 

17 

Part  time  ... 

46 

Casuals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

Number  of  cases  served  during  year  : 

Borough  ... 

...  198 

County 

50 

T'otcil  •••  •••  ••• 

...  248 

4.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  general  arrangements  of  the  Centres. 


Children 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  of  children  at  the  Welfare 
Centres. 


*First  attendances  : 

Children 
below  1 year 

('hiklren 
ajijed  1-3 

'I'.ua 

Brereton  Road 

270 

26 

Barford  Avenue 

311 

21 

Queen’s  Park 

73 

9 

703 

j'Total  number  of  children  attending  : 

Brereton  Road  ...  ...  ...  265 

280 

Barford  Avenue 

• • • • • • 

300 

Queen’s  Park 

64 

• t*  vy* 

76 

1,240 

* ('hiklren  wlio  were  under  1 year  at  the  date  of  tlieir  first  attendance, 
t ('hildren  who  were  under  1 year  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 


The  total  attendances  are  shown  below, 


distributed  as  follows  : — 


Children 
under  1 year 

Children 
a.'^ed  1-S 

'1'  .la! 

3 Brereton  Road 

...  3,741 

1 ,059 

4,800 

29  Barford  Avenue 

...  3,626 

964 

4,590 

Oueen’s  Bark 

...  1,246 

407 

1 ,653 

Mothers 

riie  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  ante-  and  post-natal  clinics. 

Ante-Natal  Post-Natal 

Atteiulances  Atteiulanees 

3 Brereton  Road  ...  ...  ...  •.•  ••• 

29  Harford  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  ...  V22  ...  41 


5.  ULTRA-VIOLET  LIGHT 

During  the  year  two  ultra-violet  mercury  vapour  lamps  were  in  use  at 
each  centre.  Treatment  is  found  useful  in  a number  of  conditions.  1 he  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  work  carried  out. 


3 Brereton  Road 
29  Barford  Avenue 

Totals 


Number 

Number  of 

of 

Individual 

Children 

'rreatments 

Treated 

Given 

44 

445 

33 

448 

77 

893 

The  most  usual  conditions  for  which  this  treatment  is  given  are  general  and 
nervous  debility,  skin  diseases  including  boils  and  septic  sores,  chronic 
bronchitis,  catarrhal  conditiotis  before  and  after  tonsillectom}^  and  otherwise, 
and  ear  diseases. 


6.  HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


Total  primary  visits  paid  to  infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  976 

Total  re-visits,  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,711 

Total  re-visits,  1 to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  vS,091 

Total  number  of  ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  242 

Total  number  of  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Total  number  of  useless  visits,  e.g.,  mother  not  at  home  ...  2,313 

Total  number  of  post-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


The  normal  staff  of  Health  Visitors  is  five.  During  the  year,  on  account  of 
resignations,  this  number  was  temporarily  reduced  to  three,  so ‘that  considerable 
adjustments  of  the  work  had  to  be  made.  The  vacancies  have  now  been  filled 
and  the  normal  number  restored. 


7.  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premature  infants  about  whom 
information  was  received  during  the  year. 


PREMATURE  INFANTS 
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Among  tlie  ten  i^reniatnre  infants  wlio  were  born  at  home,  one  of  twins 
was  admitted  to  hospital  on  account  of  prematurity  and  discharged  after 
live  weeks  treatment,  while  both  twins  were  admitted  to  hospital  at  the  age  of 
two  months  suffering  from  {)neumonia,  and  died  there. 

The  eciuipment  provided  for  domiciliary  use  was  not  used  in  any  case. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  causes  of  deaths  : — 

(>>tlier 

Prematurity  Causes 

Infants  dying  within  one  month ...  8 ...  4* 

Infants  dying  over  1 month  and  under  3 months  — ...  2f 

* Cause  : 2 Pulmonary  atelectasis,  1 Icterus  neonatorum,  1 Congenital  oedema. 

f Cause  : 2 l.obar  pneumonia. 


8.  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN 

Miss  Mumford,  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Bedford  and  County  Girls' 
Home,  continues  to  co-operate  with  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  care  of  illegitimate 
children. 

The  Town  Council  pays  £104  per  annum  in  reimbursement  of  the  salary 
of  an  additional  social  worker  employed  for  this  purpose  by  the  Bedford  and 
County  Girls’  Home. 


9.  DENTAL  TREATMENT 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers,  and  for  pre-school  children. 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 


Number  of  mothers  attending  {a)  Expectant  ...  ...  ...  43 

(/;)  Nursing  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Number  of  extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Number  of  fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  scalings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Dentures  supplied  to  (a)  Expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  20 

(h)  Nursing  mothers  ...  ...  ...  14 

Pre-School  Children 

Number  of  individual  children  attending  ...  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  children  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1Q7 

Number  of  fillings 

Number  of  scalings  3 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 


10.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— PART  VII 
Child  Life  Protection 

The  number  of  private  persons  who  were  receiving  children  for  reward  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  16,  and  the  number  of  children  so  received  18.  In 
addition,  children  received  for  reward  in  various  institutions  must  also  be 
notified  under  the  terms  of  the  Act,  and  the  complete  table  is  as  follows 


20 


BKDFOKI)  HI-:  ALT  FI  RKPORT 


Xu.  ol 

( lass  ol  perscm  j)crsons  so  X’o.  ol 

receiving  cliildron  receivin^^  ( liildren 


Private  persons  

16 

18 

Bedford  County  Hospital 

1 

21 

Boarding  Houses  of  Harpur  Trust  

Voluntary  Homes  (including  St.  Albans  Diocesan 
Home,  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Home) 

3 

9 

2 

18 

Regular  visits  are  pai(i  to  children  and  foster  parents  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 


11.  DAY  NURSERIES 

During  the  year,  since  the  use  made  of  it  did  not  justify  its  retention,  Park 
Road  West  Nursery  was  closed,  leaving  St.  John's  Nursery  as  the  only  nursery 
in  the  borough. 


The  following  table  shows  the  average  numbers  per  day  attending. 


Xiniiber 

N u 1 H ber 

Average 

on 

of 

Day  Nu inner 

XTirsery 

Re, leister 

Places 

Attendi;!-^ 

St.  John’s  

80  ... 

68  . 

54.1 

Park  Road  West  (closed  3.6.47) 

28  ... 

30  . 

12.6 

Consideration  was  given  by  the  Committee  during  the  year 

as  to  whether 

new  nursery  accommodation  could  be  provided.  On  account  of  practical 
difficulties  as  to  site,  staffing  and  other  matters,  it  was  impossible  to  make  any 
definite  proposals  to  this  end.  Information  is  tabulated  from  time  to  time  as 
to  the  use  made  of  the  day  nursery,  and  of  the  reasons  causing  mothers  to  seek 
admissions  for  their  children. 

The  first  following  table,  prepared  late  in  the  year,  shows  the  reasons  why 
children  are  now  in  the  nursery  and  the  reasons  for  applications  for  admission. 
The  second  table  shows  the  employment  of  mothers  using  or  applying  to  use  the 
day  nursery. 


Day  Nursery — Causes  of  Admission 

Children 


in 

Mothers  who  are  breadwinners  : Nursery 

Unmarried  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Deserted  by  husbands  ...  ...  ...  10 

Divorced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Widows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Left  husbands  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


AppHcaiions 
h <r 

Admissi(»n 

25 

6. 

2 

6 

5 


Totals  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Supplementing  husband’s  earnings  (in  nearly  all 
cases  some  reason  for  supplementing  these 
earnings  is  given,  e.g.,  saving  for  home,  in 
expensive  rooms,  several  children,  earnings 
insufficient)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


44 


50 


75 


Grand  Totals 


• • t 


« • • 


94 


21 
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Day  Nursery — Employment  of  Mothers 

dhildrc'ii 

A])})licalioiis 

now  in 

for 

N u rscry 

Adniission 

Factories 

34 

30 

Shop  Assistants 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

8 

...  4 

6 

1 

Clerical  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

4 

* * • 

Landwork 

1 

• « • 

Domestics  (including  Hospital,  Nursery,  Laundry 
and  Teachers’ Hostel) 

14 

12 

Home  Helps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

...  4 

School  Kitchens 

2 

* * • 

d otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

75 

51 

The  numbers  on  the  waiting  list  continue  to  increase.  The  most  urgent 
grounds  for  admission  seem  now  to  be  not  the  national  need  for  essential  work 
(always  to  the  writer  a problematical  matter)  but  the  need  of  the  parent  to 
find  some  place  for  her  child  while  she  provides  money  to  support  it,  bad  housing 
conditions,  or  other  social  reasons.  So  the  reasons  given  by  parents  for  requests 
for  admission  are  illegitimacy  of  the  child,  life  in  rooms,  desertion  of  the  family 
by  the  husband,  pending  divorce.  The  increasing  demand  seems  in  truth  to  be 
an  effect  of  the  increasing  disintegration  of  family  life.  Though  this  probably 
began  long  ago  with  the  industrial  revolution,  with  the  substitution  of  a factory 
for  a household  economy  and  the  removal  of  man’s  work  from  the  home  to  the 
factory  ; yet  the  pace  of  disintegration  is  ever  quickened  by  present  social 
changes  and  avowed  social  policy  : the  increasing  employment  of  women  in 
factories,  in  commerce,  and  in  the  professions  ; the  removal  at  earlier  ages  of 
children  from  home  to  school,  and  their  retention  in  school  to  later  ages  ; mass 
feeding  of  adults  in  canteens,  and  children  in  schools  ; mechanised  and  com- 
mercialised mass  amusements  ; in  fact  nearly  all  the  apparatus  of  twentieth 
century  civilisation.  As  it  is  impossible  for  man  consciously  to  put  the  clock 
back,  though  nature  will  do  so — violently  enough — in  her  own  good  time,  it  may 
be  that  society  is  committed  indefinitely  to  a large  and  increasing  provision  of 
places  in  day  nurseries  to  supply  the  needs  before  mentioned. 

12.  ADDITIONAL  SERVICES 
Creches 

Ihe  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  creches  were  used. 

No  of 

No.  of  children  No.  of 

se.ssions  attending  attendances 

29  Barford  Avenue  73  ...  68  ...  693 

Co-partners’  Hall  31  ...  32  ...  253 

The  creches  are  staffed  by  voluntary  workers,  and,  as  it  was  often  difficult 
or  impossible  during  the  year  to  maintain  these  staffs,  there  were  times  in  which 
it  was  not  possible  to  keep  open  the  creches. 

Sitters-In 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  sitters-in  provided  through 
the  Youth  Organisation. 

Number  of  occasions  on  which  sitters-in  were  provided  ...  62 

Number  of  individual  families  to  which  sitters-in  were  provided  13 
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13.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— PART  VI 

Nursing  Homes 

The  number  of  registered  Nursing  Homes  now  in  the  borough  is  ten,  and 
the  total  number  of  beds  at  the  end  of  the  year  96,  including  27  maternity  and 
69  other  beds.  The  distribution  of  these  beds  is  given  below. 


Number  of  Beds 


Address  of  Home 

iMaternity 

Other 

Total 

3 Kimbolton  Avenue 

• • • ' 

10  ... 

10 

33  The  Embankment 

• • * 

8 ... 

8 

62  Chaucer  Road  ... 

. . . — 

8 ... 

8 

24  and  26  De  Parys  Avenue 

14 

3 ... 

17 

34  Kimbolton  Road 

3 

9 ... 

12 

84  Castle  Road 

1 

9 

* 

3 

23  Kimbolton  Road 

4 

7 ... 

11 

42  De  Parys  Avenue 

3 

8 ... 

11 

Bedford  and  County  Girls’  Home, 

Park 

Road  North 

• • • 

• • • 

<> 

10  Rothsay  Gardens 

14  ... 

14 

Total 

27 

69 

96 

The  Nursing  Homes  during  the  year  were  regularly  supervised  by  Dr. 
Mason,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


IV.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  most  of  the  information  under 
the  headings  “Water  Supply”  and  “Sewerage  and  Drainage.” 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY 
Quantity  and  Quality — General 

The  water  supply  has  been  generally  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 

An  “explosive”  growth  of  Euglena  viridis  occurred  in  the  raw  water  during 
October  and  lasted  for  approximately  three  weeks.  This  organism,  a flagellate 
protozoon,  penetrated  the  slow  sand  filters  and  gained  access  to  the  service 
reservoirs  and  distribution  mains.  Expert  opinion  stated  that  Euglena  viridis 
is  not  considered  to  affect  the  wholesomeness  of  the  water,  nor  is  it  especially 
liable  to  cause  taste  or  odour. 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analyses 

Bacteriological  analyses  of  the  raw,  filtered,  and  filtered  and  chlorinated 
water  are  regularly  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  while 
occasional  samples  are  analysed  elsewhere. 

The  system  of  examinations  in  the  Public  Health  Department  provides  for 
samples  to  be  taken  in  a regular  scheme  extending  over  eight  weeks,  in  accord- 
ance with  which  samples  are  examined  : — 
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(a)  of  the  fully  treated  water  from  the  outlet  weekly  ; 

(/;)  from  a house  iu  the  town  selected  at  random  once  a month  ; 

(c)  of  water  at  the  inlet  to  the  chlorinating  tank  once  a month  ; 

(d)  from  each  individual  filter  effluent  once  a month  ; 

(e)  of  the  water  from  each  storage  reservoir  once  in  a period  of  eight 
weeks  ; 

(/)  from  the  rising  main  once  in  eight  weeks  ; 

(g)  of  the  raw  river  water  once  in  eight  weeks. 

Samples  of  the  fully  treated  water,  almost  without  exception,  reach  the 
highest  bacteriological  standard,  a gelatine  count  of  less  than  100  and  absence  of 
b.  coli  in  100  c.c.  In  only  one  sample  taken  in  1947  was  b.  coli  present  in 
100  c.c.  or  less,  namely  in  20  c.c.  Samples  of  the  effluent  from  the  individual 
filters  and  the  combined  effluent  before  chlorination  nearly  always  satisfy  the 
same  high  standard.  In  samples  of  the  raw  river  water,  b.  coli  is  usually  present 
in  1 c.c.  and  absent  in  less  than  this  amount. 

Chemical  analyses  are  made  as  occasion  requires,  and  the  following  is  a 
copy  of  a report  from  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  on  a sample  of 
raw  river  water  taken  on  the  5th  September,  1947. 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 

Ref.  B/RH/53. 

Analyses  of  a Sample  of  Water  received  on  5th  September,  1947  from 

Borough  of  Bedford,  labelled  ‘ River  at  Pumping  Station,  10ft.  from  bank. 

Date,  5.9.47,  11.0  a.m.  Taken  by  I.  H.  Murfitt. 

Witness,  H.  Hughes.  Signed,  I.  H.  Murfitt.’ 


Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million 

Appearance  : Slight  opalescence  with  slight  flocculent  deposit 
of  mineral  and  organic  debris.  A few  diatoms,  chlorophy- 
ceae  and  infusoria  present. 

Turbidity  (Silica  scale)  5 

Colour  (Hazen)  : Slight  yellow  brown  20 

Odour  : Earthy. 

Reaction  pH.:  On  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  ...  ...  7.8 

Free  carbon  dioxide  ...  . . S 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C 590 

Total  solids,  dried  at  180X.  395 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  33 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 190 

Hardness : Carbonate  (temporary),  190 ; Non-carbonate  (per- 
manent), 80  ; total  270 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  (approx.)  0.01 

Free  Ammonia  0.048 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.184 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°C 2.35 

Free  Chlorine  Reaction  

Metals  . Iron,  0. 18  ; Manganese,  0.04  ; Other  metals  absent. 

Biological  Oxygen  demand  : 5 days  at  18.3X 1.3 


1!4 


SANIfAKV  C1KCUMS'1ANCJ':S  (JJ<  J-lll-:  ARl'.A 


Bacteriological  Results 


Number  of  (A)lonics  developing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in  : 


1 (lay  at  37°C. 

2 (lays  at  37°C. 

3 days  at  20°C. 


Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  : Present  in  1 ml.;  Absent  from  0.1  ml. 
Pact,  coli  Type  1 : Present  in  1 ml.;  Absent  from  0.1  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  : Present  in  10  ml.;  Absent  from  1 ml. 

This  sample  shows  only  faint  opalescence,  and  a slight  deposit  of  mineral 
and  organic  debris  with  a few  microscopic  organisms  normal  to  surface  water. 
The  reaction  of  the  water  is  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  it  is  free 
from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron  and  a very  minute  trace  of 
manganese.  The  water  is  hard  in  character,  but  its  hardness  and  its  content 
of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  It  is  of 
satisfactory  organic  quality  for  a river  water,  and  although  the  bacterial 
impurity  present  includes  very  appreciable  numbers  of  bact.  coli  the  extent 
of  this  contamination  is  by  no  means  excessive  for  this  type  of  source. 

This  is  a satisfactory  sample,  and  no  difficulty  would  be  anticipated  in 
the  treatment  of  the  water  for  public  supply  purposes. 


All  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  direct  to  the  houses,  with  the  following  exceptions.  Sixteen  houses  only, 
in  somewhat  remote  situations,  are  supplied  by  private  wells,  and  not  from  the 
Corporation  supply.  Thirty-two  houses  are  supplied  by  stand-pipes  ; of  this 
number,  13  are  of  the  nature  of  almshouses,  and  the  remaining  19  would  already 
have  been  demolished,  had  it  not  been  for  the  war. 

Extensions  and  Improvements  carried  out  during  the  10  years 


The  construction  of  two  slow  sand  filters. 

d'he  installation  of  one  electrically-driven  borehole  type  pump. 

The  installation  of  micro-strainer. 

The  laying  of  600  yards  of  water  mains  to  improve  the  Cardington  Road 
supply,  together  with  service  mains  for  the  Corporation’s  new  temporary  and 
permanent  housing  sites. 


The  following  additional  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  10  years. 


The  installation  of  six  Diesel-driven  sewage  pumps  at  the  Sewage  Pumping 
Station,  Barker’s  Lane. 

The  laying  of  sewers  to  serve  the  Corporation’s  new  temporary  and 
permanent  housing  sites. 

The  enlarging  of  culverts  on  the  ditch  course  passing  through  Goldington. 


17th  September,  1947. 


Roy  C.  Hoather, 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories.” 


Supply  to  Dwelling  Houses 


1937—1947 


2.  SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


1937-1947 
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V.  Housing 

1.  STATISTICS 

The  following  table  gi\’es  statistics  of  housing  work  undertaken  diirin,:, 
the  year.  The  table  is  given  in  the  usual  form  with  the  exception  that  headings 
where  the  return  is  nil  are  generally  omitted. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (rt)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  731 

(6)  Number  of  inspections,  including  reinspections,  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,557 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  [included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above]  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1936  ...  ...  76 

(d)  Number  of  inspections,  including  reinspections,  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  417 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  477 


o 


4. 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices  : 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 


Officers 

*lncludes  houses  reportc  1 defective  in  1946. 

*447 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding  : 

(a) 

Dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

4 

Families  dwelling  therein 

11 

Persons  dwelling  therein 

*37 

(6) 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

9 

(c) 

Cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

8 

Persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

f65 

* Equivalent  number  of  units  = 30.  f Jujuivalent  number  of  units»=5ip 


2.  OBSERVATIONS  ON  STATISTICS 


The  731  houses  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

under  the  Housing 

Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts,  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 
I — Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  Reasonably  capable  of  repair  ... 

74 

(ii)  Not  requiring  repairs 

2 

(hi)  Totally  unfit  for  human  habitation 

0 

_ 

76 

11 — Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Minor  defects 

. . . 403 

(ii)  Not  requiring  repairs  

252 

655 

Grand  total  ... 

• • • • • • 

731 

26 


HOUSING 


Demolition  of  houses  is,  of  course,  quite  imj)ossil)le  to  consider  at  the  present 
time,  and  will  be  so  probably  for  many  years  to  come,  though  much  old  property 
gets  more  and  more  worn  out,  and  there  are  many  difficulties  in  getting  repairs 
done. 

The  overcrowding  given  in  the  table  probably  represents  a mere  fraction  of 
that  which  actually  exists. 

Fuller  details  on  Housing  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


3.  NEW  HOUSES. 

During  the  years  1945,  1946  and  1947  the  following  numbers  and  types  of 
new  houses  were  completed. 


New^  Houses  and  Conversions — 1945,  1946  and  1947 


I^rel’abricated 

Houses 

i^ermanent 

C'oimcil 

Houses 

Erected  on 
Licences 
issued  to 
Builders 

Conversions  under 
Licences  issued  to 
Builders 

Houses  into  Flats 

Adaptations  of 
Requisitioned 
Houses 

Houses 

adapted /or  Eamilie.'- 

1945 

30 

— 

— 

3 

7 

20 

63 

1946 

150 

26 

38 

7 

19 

17 

60 

1947 

— 

68 

22 

21 

48 

5 

15 

Totals 

180 

94 

60 

31 

74 

42 

138 

4.  HOUSING  REQUIREMENTS 

I have  received  the  following  statement  from  the  Housing  Manager  as  to 
the  number  of  applicants  for  houses  on  the  books  at  the  time  of  writing. 

Applications  for  Houses 

The  total  number  of  applications  for  houses  on  the  books  of  the  Corporation 


at  the  present  time  is  as  follows  : — 

1.  Applicants  with  families  in  rooms  : 

{a)  In  Bedford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,105 

\h)  Out  of  area,  working  in  Bedford  ...  ...  ...  79 

\c)  Out  of  area,  not  working  in  Bedford  ...  ...  ...  64 

2.  Householders  with  families  : 

{a)  In  Bedford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

(h)  Out  of  area,  working  in  Bedford  ...  ...  ...  34 

(c)  Out  of  area,  not  working  in  Bedford  ...  ...  ...  27 

3.  Applicants  without  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  473 

4.  Single  persons  .<.  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^2 


Total 


1,864 
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VI.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

1.  MILK 

(a)  Premises  and  Purveyors 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises  and  purveyors 
at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Cowsheds  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ^ 

Purveyors  with  premises  within  the  borough...  ...  20 

County  purveyors  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

One  cowshed  was  closed  during  the  year. 

(b)  Bacteriological  Examination 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  milk,  either  specially 
designated  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  or  heat  treated, 
taken  for  bacteriological  or  other  special  examinations,  and  the  results  of  such 
examinations. 

In  explanation  it  may  be  said  that  the  methylene  blue  test  is  designed  to 
determine  the  bacterial  content  of  the  milk,  and  the  phosphatase  test  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  milk  has  in  fact  been  heated  to  the  standard  required. 


Specially  Designated  Milk 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Bacteriologist’s  Reports  on  Samples  submitted  for 

lixamination 

Pasteurised 

36 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests  ...  25 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  but  failed  to  satisfy  Phos- 
phatase Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Satisfied  Phosphatase  but  failed  to  satisfy  Methylene 
Blue  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Failed  to  sati.sfy  both  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heat  Treated 

40 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests  ...  22 

Sati.sfied  Methylene  Blue  but  failed  to  satisfy  Phos- 
phatase Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Satisfied  Phosphatase  but  failed  to  satisfy  Methylene 
Blue  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Failed  to  satisfy  both  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Samples  .submitted  but  not  tested  ...  ...  ...  2 

rubereulin 

rested 

4 

Satisfied  Methylene  Blue  and  b.  coli  Tests  ...  ...  3 

Failed  to  satisfy  both  te.sts  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  plants  for  pasteurising  and  heat  treatment  failed  to 
give  consistently  satisfactory  results.  Much  time  is  spent  by  the  inspectors  in 
seeking  to  discover  the  reason  for  inefficient  working  of  the  plants  in  question  and 
in  giving  advice. 

A new  and  up-to-date  pasteurisation  plant  was  installed  at  one  of  the  large 
dairies  in  the  town,  and  it  is  hoped  that  better  results  will  be  obtained  here  in 
consequence. 
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(c)  Licences. 

The  following  table  shows  the  licences  granted  by  the  Town  Council  to 
sell  special  classes  of  milk  at  present  in  force  in  the  borough. 


Class  of  Milk 

« 

Type  of  Licence 

Pasteurised 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Accredited 

Heat 

'J'reated 

* 

Raw 

Pasteurised 

Pasteurising 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bottling  Establishment  ... 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Distributor’s  Licence 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Supplementary 

Distributor’s  Licence  ... 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

In  addition  one  other  dairy  operates  heat  treatment  plant  under  authority 
granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


2.  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
during  the  year. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned,  1947 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

K umber  killed  and  inspected 

2,592 

863 

2,269 

8,841 

399 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  tuberculosis 

3 

9 

3 

31 

4 

761 

267 

5 

190 

17 

29.47 

31.98 

0.35 

2.50 

5.26 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

15 

21 

2 

— 

— 

238 

199 

— 

— 

5 

9.76 

25.49 

0.09 

— 

1.25 
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The  following  table  shows  the  total  weight  of  diseased  and  unsound 
home-killed  meat  condemned. 


T 

uberculosis 

Ot 

her  Diseases 

Class  of  Animal 

Whole 

C'arcase 

Part 

Carcase 

and 

Otfals 

lbs. 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

and 

Offals 

lbs. 

Total 

lbs. 

Cattle  (excluding 
Cows) 

15 

238 

16,389 

3 

761 

10,399 

26,788 

CoWs 

21 

199 

19,720 

9 

267 

9,455 

29,175 

Calves 

2 



344 

3 

5 

189 

533 

Sheep  and  l>ambs 

— 

— 

— 

31 

190 

2,703 

2,703 



— ■ 

5 

103 

4 

17 

809 

912 

Totals 

38 

442 

36,556 

50 

1,240 

23,555 

60,111 

It  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  figures  for  meat  inspection  during  last  year, 
as  representing  one  of  the  war  and  post-war  years,  with  the  year  1938  as 
representing  a pre-war  year.  The  table  which  follows  may  be  compared  with 
the  first  of  the  two  tables  under  the  present  heading.  The  much  greater 
percentage  of  diseased  meat  at  the  present  time  is  specially  to  be  noted.  All 
this  means  great  increase  of  work  and  responsibility  for  the  meat  inspectors. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned,  1938 


C,atlle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

('ows 

Cahx's 

vSheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,040 

68 

203 

4,870 

5,160 

Number  ins])ected  ... 

J,256-‘= 

118^ 

203  •= 

5,390  ^ 

6,014* 

.\ll  Diseases  except 
ITiberculosis  ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 



1 

- 

10 

('arca.ses  of  which  some  part 
or  or^an  was  condemned 

7 

1 

— 

4 

23 

Percentaf^e  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  tuberculosis 

0.56 

1.69 

0.07 

0.55 

Tuberculosis  only  : 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

('arcases  of  which  .some  part 
or  orc^an  was  condemned 

20 

10 

— 

— 

60 

Percentaj<e  of  number 

in.spected  affected  with 
with  tuberculosis 

1.68 

9.32 

0.50 

% 

4.  V 

1.11 

* Includes  animals  slaughtered  elsevvTere  and  systematically  inspected  in  Bedford. 


3.  ICE  CREAM 

Samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  throughout  the  year.  Search  is  still 
being  made  for  a satisfactory  standard  of  the  purity  of  ice  cream.  The  most 
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approved  standard  now  depends  on  the  reduction  of  methylene  blue,  a test 
designed  to  measure  bacterial  activity,  but  hnality  has  by  no  means  been 
reached. 


This  standard  is  as  follows 

Methylene  Blue  reduced  in 

Grade  1 hours  or  more Satisfactory 

Grade  2 2 J to  4 hours  ...  ...  Fair 

Grade  3 J to  2 hours  ...  ...  Unsatisfactory 

Grade  4 0 hours  [i.e.,  reduction  at 

the  end  of  the  pre-incuba- 
tion period)  ...  ...  Very  unsatisfactory 


In  accordance  with  these  standards  the  results  of  the 
regarded  as  satisfactory.  They  are  as  follows 

Number  of  Samples  in  Grade  1 

Grade  2 
Grade  3 

Grade  4 


year  cannot  be 

1 

3 

6 

20 


Total  ... 
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The  inspectors  continue  to  give  much  attention  to  the  various  plants  with 
a view  to  discovering  and  eliminating  sources  of  impurity,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  present  year  will  show  better  results. 

4.  OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  other  foods  condemned. 


Class  of  Food 

No,  of  lbs. 

Tinned  goods — various 

commodities  (13,285  containers) 

...  8,802 

Imported  Meats 

• • V 

• ••  ««•  •••  ••• 

...  1,513 

Prepared  Meats 

• ••  •••  «t*  ••• 

60 

Pressed  Turkey 

• ••  •••  ••• 

50 

Bacon 

••• 

56 

Sausage 

• ••  ••• 

12 

Poultry 

• ••  **• 

. . . 80 

Fish 

•••  •••  • 

. . . 5,366 

Fish  Cakes  ... 

• ••  •••  ••• 

125 

Cheese 

• •••  •••  ••• 

. . . 534 

Egg  Product 

• ••  •••  •••  ••• 

556 

Cereals 

••• 

...  2,103 

Crumpets 

«•* 

40 

Biscuits 

• ••  •••  ••• 

154 

Sweets 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  768 

Flour  Confectionery 

• t»« 

139 

Dried  Fruit 

««•  •••  •••  ••• 

...  462 

Meat  Pies 

• ••  •••  ••• 

400 

• • • * 

Potatoes 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  224 

Chestnuts  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  133 

Soups 

•••  ••• 

151 

Cake  Pudding  Mixture 

•••  ••• 

22 

Pickles 

• • • 

••• 

46 

Total 

•••  ••• 

...21.818 
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5.  ADULTERATION  OF  FOODS 

Sixty  samples  of  milk  and  35  samples  of  other  foods  and  medicinal  prepara- 
tions were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

A summary  of  samples  procured,  both  of  milk,  other  foods  and  of  medicinal 
preparations,  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Table  of  Samples  Taken 


Commodity 

No. 

of  Samples 
1 

N( 

).  Genuine 

No. 

Adulterated 

Form’l 

Inf’m’l 

Total 

Form’l 

Inf’m’l 

Total 

Ft>rm’l 

1 rif’m’l 

Total 

Beef  Sausages 



1 

1 

_____ 

1 

1 

- 



— — . 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda.. 
Bismiithated  Magne.sia 

— 

2 

o 

Aid 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tablets 



1 

1 



1 

1 



— 

— 

Black  Pudding 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



Bronchial  Mixture  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 



— 

— 

Butter  



2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

, 

— 

Celery  Soup  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil  

Coffee  and  Chicory 



1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Essence 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 



— 

Cooking  Fat  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 







Custard  Flavour 

__ 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 







Dessert  Sauce  Mould 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■ 





Egg  Substitute  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 







1 

1 

Fish  Paste 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

' 

- ■ 

Gelatine  Powder 



1 

1 



1 

1 







Glaubers  Salts 

Ginger  Wine 

'V 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Flavouring  

Golden  Raising 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Powder 

— 

2 

2 



2 

2 



Haslet  

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 



Lard 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 



Margarine 

— 

2 

2 

... 

2 

9 



Mixed  Herbs  

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Mixed  Spice  

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 



Magnesia  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 



Medium  Oatmeal 
Medicinal  Peppermint 

— 

1 

1 

— ■ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tablets 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

Meat  Pies 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

Milk 

bO 

— 

60 

58 



58 

2 

2 

Pudding  Mixture 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

Rice  Cake  Mixture  ... 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

1 

Soya  Flour  

_ 

1 

1 



1 

1 

White  Pepper 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  

60 

35 

95 

58 

34 

92 

2 

1 

3 
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Ihe  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  nature  of  samples  found 
adulterated  or  deficient,  and  the  action  taken  in  these  cases. 


Action  Taken  on  Adulterated  Samples 


Serial  ' 
of  Sa 

umber 

,mple 

Commodity 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  as  to  Action 
Taken 

Formal 

Informal 

A768 

Substi- 

Substitiile 

Powder 

(S.3%  available  COg. 
Isabel  led  otherwise  than 
in  accordance  with  legal 
recjuirements 

Vendors  warned  and  old 
stock  withdrawn  from 
sale  and  voluntarily 
surrendered. 

A781 

Milk 

25%  dehcient  in  fat 

Case  investigated — ven- 
dor cautioned.  Subse- 
quent samples  of 

satisfactory  quality. 

A828 

Milk 

1.5'%,  added  water 

Case  investigated  — no 
legal  action.  Repeat  . 
samples  satisfactory. 
Vendor  cautioned. 

In  addition,  66  samples  of  milk  were  tested  in  the  laboratory  by  the 
Gerber  Test  ; 49  were  up  to  and  17  below  the  standard.  Samples  found 
deficient  were  made  the  basis  for  further  action  in  determining  causes  of 
deficiency  or  in  referring  samples  to  the  Public  analyst. 


6.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

All  the  work  of  slaughtering  is  concentrated  in  four  slaughterhouses  under 
the  Ministry  of  Food.  1,032  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year  for  the  purposes  of  inspecting  the  animals  slaughtered  and  of  ensuring  that 
the  premises  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


7.  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

At  the  end  of  December,  1947,  there  were  41  slaughtermen  licensed  under 
this  Act. 
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VII.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases 


1.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 

(a)  General  Statistics 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  and 
the  deaths  from  these  diseases. 


Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  1947 


Disease 

* Total 
cases 
notified 

t Cases 
admitted 
lO  Hospital 

Total 

deaths 

registered 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

82 

33 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

2 

3 

— 

Typhoid 

9 



— 

Paratyphoid 

1 

9 + 

j. 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

f4 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

56 

— 

24 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis... 

16 

8 

3 

Polioencephalitis  ...  ...  ...  , ... 

— 

— 

— - 

Erysipelas 

9 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— • 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Measles 

742 

17 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

137 

— 

— 

Jaundice 

8 

* The  figures  are  the  true  figures  after  making  allowance  for  revision  of  diagnosis, 
t Reference  is  to  Hospital  of  the  Bedford  Joint  Hospital  Board  or  other  Isolation  H(,)spitals. 

I One  of  these  cases,  admitted  from  a Bedford  general  hospital,  was  notihed  to  Biggleswade 
Rural  District  Council 
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The  following  table  gives  a statement  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
according  to  age. 
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(b)  Individual  Diseases 
Smallpox.  No  cases  or  suspicious  cases  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Eighty-two  cases  occurred,  giving  a rate  of  1.58  per 
thousand  in  comparison  with  1.37  per  thousand,  the  rate  for  England  and 
\Wales. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  and  deaths  for  the  past  ten  years. 


Scarlet  Fever,  1938-1947 


Year 

Bedford 

Jhrgland  and  W'ale.s 

Number  of 
Ceases 

C'ase  Rate 
]>er  1,000 

Number  of 
Deatli.s 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

('a.se  Rate 
l)er  1,000 

Death  Rale 
per  1,000 

1938 

36 

0.79 



— 

2.41 

0.008 

1939 

106 

2.20 



— 

1.89 

0.004 

1940 

244 

4.59 

2 

0.038 

1 .63 

0.004 

1941 

202 

3.41 

1 

0.017 

1.47 

0.003 

1942 

360 

6.39 

— 

— 

2.19 

0.003 

1943 

254 

4.75 

— 

- — 

3.01 

0.003 

1944 

109 

2.07 

— 

— 

2.40 

0.003 

1945 

94 

1.84 

— 

— 

1.89 

0.002 

1946 

74 

1.44 

— 

— 

1.38 

— 

1947 

82 

1.58 

— 

— 

1.37 

— 

Averai^e 

1938-47 

156.1 

2.91 

0.3 

0.006 

1.96 

0.003 

Diphtheria.  Two  cases  only  occurred,  a rate  of  0.04  per  thousand  com- 
pared with  the  rate  of  0.13  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  rate  and  deaths  for  the  past  twenty  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table. 

Diphtheria,  1928-1947 


Be 

dford 

England  and  Wales 

Year 

Number  of 

Case  Rate 

Number  of 

Death  Rate 

C'ase  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Cases 

per  1,000 

Deaths 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

1928 

28 

0.67 

1 

0.024 

1 .55 

0.081 

1929 

16 

0.39 

1 

0.024 

1.59 

0.087 

1930 

13 

0.34 

1 

0.024 

1.84 

0.088 

1931 

1 

0.02 

— 

— 

1.27 

0.067 

1932 

4 

0.12 

— 

— 

1.08 

0.058 

1933 

3 

0.07 

— 

— 

1.18 

0.066 

1934 

7 

0.16 

1 

0.023 

1.70 

' 0.101 

1935 

43 

0.99 

2 

0.046 

l.CSO 

0.084 

1936 

199 

4.46 

11 

0.246 

1.39 

0.074 

1937 

69 

1.52 

2 

0.044 

1.49 

0.071 

1938 

35 

0.76 

2 

0.044 

1.58 

0.069 

1939 

16 

0.33 

— 

— 

1.14 

0.052 

1940 

8 

0.15 

1 

0.019 

1.16 

0.062 

1941 

43 

0.73 

4 

0.068 

1.25 

0.068 

1942 

33 

0.59 

4 

0.071 

1 .05 

0.047 

1943 

6 

0.1 1 

1 

0.019 

0.88 

0.036 

1944 

7 

0.13 

— 

— 

0.58 

0.024 

1945 

8 

0.16 

— 



0.46 

0.018 

1946 

4 

0.08 

— 



0.28 

O.OI 

1947 

Average 

2 

0.04 

— 

— 

0.13 

0.01 

1928-47 

27.25 

0.59 

1 .55 

0.033 

1.15 

0.058 
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The  two  cases  that  occurred  in  the  year  were  in  children  aged  9 and  5,  each 
of  whom  had  received  a full  course  of  immunisation  a few  years  previously, 
but  no  subsequent  reinforcing  injections.  They  were  both  mild  cases. 

Generally  it  may  be  seen  from  the  table  that  diphtheria  remains  practically 
absent  from  the  town,  which  may  be  attributed  with  confidence  to  the  large 
proportion  of  children  now  immunised. 


Enteric  fever.  Of  three  cases  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  notified  two 
were  notified  from  a hospital  in  the  town  to  which  they  had  been  sent  for 
treatment.  Only  one  case  therefore  occurred  in  a borough  resident.  The 
disease  was  paratyphoid  B.  occurring  in  a boy  of  17.  It  was  not  possible  to 
trace  the  source  of  infection  ; bacteriological  tests  showed  that  this  case  had 
no  connection  with  the  East  Bedfordshire  cases. 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever.  Three  cases  were  notified  in  which  the  diagnosis 
was  confirmed.  One  of  these  was  not  a Bedford  resident,  but  notified  from  the 
hospital  to  which  she  had  been  removed  for  treatment,  and  is  not  therefore 
included  in  the  figures  relating  to  deaths  in  Bedford,  nor  in  the  tabulated 
statements.  Of  the  two  Bedford  patients,  one  died. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  last 
ten  years. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  1938-1947 


Bed 

ford 

England  and  Wales 

Year 

Number  of 

Case  Rate 

Number  of 

Death  Rate 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Cases 

per  1,000 

Deaths 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

1938 

2 

0.04 

1 

0.022 

0.03 

0.016 

1939 

3 

0.06 

1 

0.021 

0.04 

0.012 

1940 

19 

0.36 

5 

0.094 

0.32 

0.062 

1941 

15 

0.25 

3 

0.051 

0.25 

0.053 

1942 

1 

0.02 

— 

— 

0.14 

0.030 

1943 

9 

0.17 

2 

0.037 

0.08 

0.020 

1944 

3 

0.06 

— 

— 

0.05 

0.015 

1945 

5 

0.09 

2 

0.039 

0.05 

0.014 

1946 

4 

0.08 

— 

— 

0.05 

0.01 

1947 

2 

0.06 

1 

0.019 

0.05 

— 

Average 

1938-47 

6.4 

0.12 

1 .5 

0.028 

0.11 

0.025 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  An  epidemic  of  acute  anterior  polio- 
myelitis (infantile  paralysis)  occurred  during  the  year.  In  all,  16  cases  were 
notified  after  allowing  for  revision  of  diagnoses.  There  were  three  deaths. 
This  disease  is  due  to  an  infection  of  the  nervous  system,  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord.  It  is  spread  mainly  by  droplets  in  the  breath,  or  on  coughing  and 
sneezing.  The  number  of  carriers  is  very  great  in  comparison  with  those  who 
actually  develop  the  disease.  Typically  there  are  three  phases  in  the  illness. 
In  many  cases  there  are  also  initial  or  prodromal  signs,  which,  however,  cannot 
usually  be  recognised  as  such  except  when  the  disease  is  highly  prevalent  in 
groups  of  persons  under  observation.  The  symptoms  and  dates  of  manifesta- 
tion of  the  phases  of  the  disease  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  It  is  often 
difficult  to  separate  phase  1 from  phase  2,  and  perhaps  the  distinction  should  not 
be  attempted.  The  disease  may  proceed  only  as  far  as  the  initial  stages  given 
in  the  table,  or  on  the  other  hand,  some  of  these  stages  may  be  omitted 
altogether. 
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I’siial  lm:ul)ation 
Period  iiuxii  Date 
of  Infection 

Manifestations 

* 

Stai;e  A 

Prodromal  illness 

1-4  days 

Fever,  weakness,  perhaps  sore 
throat  or  diarrhoea. 

Stage  li 

Anterior  poliomyelitis  : 
Phase  1 (onset) 

7-18  days 
(up  to  3 weeks) 

Fever,  headache,  drowsiness, 
irritability. 

Phase  2 (pre-paralytic 
or  meningitic) 

10-15  days 

Pain  on  bending  neck  and  spine. 
Tenderness  of  muscles. 

Phase  3 (paralytic) 

13-18  days 
(up  to  35  days) 

/ 

Weakne.ss  of  muscles  going  on 
to  paralysis.  Paralysis  tends  to 
improve  after  it  has  reached 
its  height. 

The  following  table  gives  a list  with  particulars  of  cases  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  department  in  which  the  diagnosis  was  regarded  as  established, 
reasonably  probable,  or  merely  possible.  One  case  in  the  list  in  which  there 
was  some  doubt  as  to  diagnosis  was  not  in  fact  formally  notified,  while  a 
patient  not  normally  resident  in  Bedford  but  notified  from  one  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  town  has  been  excluded  from  the  list.  Apart  from  this,  the  list  corres- 
p>onds  with  the  cases  notified.  No  attempt  is  made  to  separate  poliomyelitis 
from  polioencephalitis.  In  the  former  the  spinal  cord  is  mainly  affected  ; 
in  the  latter  the  brain  and  higher  centres,  but  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line,  and 
the  disease  may  affect  all  parts  of  the  central  nervous  system  simultaneously. 
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The  summary  of  the  cases  may  be  given  as  follows  : — 

Phase  1 (onset)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Phase  2 (pre-  or  non-paralytic)  ...  5 

Phase  3 (paralytic) 9 Recovered 3 

Residual  paralysis..  3 
Died  3 

Total  ...  16 

The  preventive  measures  taken  included  isolation  of  cases  in  hospital  or  at 
home  ; exclusion  of  contacts  from  school ; general  advice  as  to  avoidance  of 
crowded  assemblies.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  undetected  carriers 
must  always  be  many  times  that  of  definite  or  even  suspected  cases,  it  is  not 
possible  to  claim  that  these  measures  had  any  effect  in  preventing  spread  of  the 
disease. 

Patients  were  removed  for  treatment,  or,  where  desirable,  observation,  to 
the  Oakley  Isolation  Hospital,  and,  usually  at  a later  stage,  for  specialist 
orthopaedic  treatment,  to  the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Measles.  Seven  hundred  and  forty-two  cases  were  notified  in  the  year 
under  review,  an  epidemic  year.  There  was  one  death  in  a child  of  7 months. 

Whooping  Cough.  One  hundred  and  thirty-seven  cases  were  notified,  a 
number  almost  identical  with  that  for  1946,  namely  133.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Jaundice.  Eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Influenza.  There  were  four  deaths  from  influenza,  giving  a rate  of  0.08, 
almost  identical  with  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  for  the  last  10  years. 


Influenza,  1938-1947 


Year 

Death  Kate  per  1,000 
Dedford 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
hhigland  and  Wales 

1938  

0.17 

0.11 

1939 

0.12 

0.21 

1940  

0.38 

0.32 

1941  

0.19 

0.19 

1942  

0.1 1 

0.09 

1943  

0.22 

0.37 

1944  

0.06 

0.12 

1945  

0.09 

0.08 

1946  

0.37 

0.15 

1947  

0.08 

0.09 

Average 

1938-47 

0.18 

0.17 
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2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  in  their  age  groups. 


Age  Distribution  of  Cases  and  Deaths 


Seven  deaths  occurred  in  cases  not  previously  notified.  In  unnotified 
cases  a communication  is  addressed  to  the  doctor  certifying  death,  or  who  is 
known  to  have  been  in  previous  attendance  on  the  patient,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  failure  to  notify. 

The  causes  of  death  of  the  six  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  as 
follows  : — 

1 Miliary  tuberculosis. 

3 Tuberculous  meningitis. 

1 Tuberculous  kidneys. 

1 Tuberculosis  of  lumbar  spine. 


The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  tuberculosis  during  the  past 
Ten  years. 


Tuberculosis  Death  Rates  during  Ten  Years 


Year 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 
194v5 

1946 

1947 
Average 

1938-47 


All  1' 

'onus 

Resp 

iratory 

Non-Rcs])iratory 

Number 

Rate  per 
Thousand 

Number 

Rate  per 
Thousand 

Number 

Rate  per 
Thousand 

28 

0.61 

23 

0.50 

5 

0.11 

27 

0.56 

22 

0.46 

5 

0.10 

33 

0.62 

25 

0.47 

8 

0.15 

20 

0.34 

18 

0.30 

2 

0.03 

23 

0.41 

16 

0.28 

7 

0.12 

25 

0.47 

20 

0.37 

5 

0.09 

32 

0.60 

28 

0.53 

4 

0.07 

36 

0.70 

29 

0.57 

7 

0.14 

25 

0.49 

23 

0.45 

2 

0.04 

23 

0.44 

17 

0.33 

6 

0.12 

27.2 

0.52 

22.1 

0.43 

5. 1 

0.1 
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In  dealing  with  a small  number  of  deaths,  as  in  J4edford,  the  fluctuations  due 
to  chance  are  so  large  that  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  whether  war  conditions 
have  caused  any  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 


3.  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 

(including  Scabies  and  Verminous  Infestation) 

General 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  at  the  Cleansing  Station  remained  the 
same  as  during  previous  years. 

(a)  Scabies 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  under  the  various  heads  in 
connection  with  the  treatment  of  scabies. 


Number  of  New  Gases  of  Scabies  and  Contacts  Examined  and 
Treated  at  Cleansing  Station  during  1947 


Bedford 

County 

Number  of  New  Cases 

273 

52 

Number  of  Examinations 

186 

38 

Number  of  Treatments — Diagnosed  Cases 

538 

97 

Contacts 

51 

10 

Total 

589 

107 

Number  of  Families  concerned 

133 

36 

Number  of  Households  concerned 

96 

29 

Scabies  Order,  1941 
Legal  Notices  Served  during  1947 


Numbers 
served  for 
Inspection 
of 

Premises 

Numbers  served  for 
Examination  of  Persons 

Numbe 

rs  served  for  '1 

'reatment 

Number  of 
Persons 
concerned 

Number  of 
Households  in 
which  these 
Persons  were 
contained 

Number  of 
Individual 
Notices 

Number  of 
Persons 
concerned 

Number  of 
Households  in 
which  these 
Persons  were 
contained 

1 

8 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

The  action  referred  to  in  the  table  above  was  taken  under  the  Scabies 
Order,  1941,  a useful  legal  provision  to  secure  treatment  in  difficult  cases. 
This  order  has  been  repealed  in  the  present  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scabies  has  now  shown  a very  definite  tendency  to 
decline.  This  is  shown  by  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  number  of  new 
cases  discovered,  and  in  most  cases  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Centre.  The 
figures  include  mainly  borough  cases,  but  also  some  reported  from  outside  areas, 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  separating  the  figures. 
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Year 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 


Scabies,  1941-1947 

Cases  Discovered 

719 

957 

...  . 1,083 

1,019 

835 

675 

325 


(b)  Verminous  Infestation 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  in  connection  with  the  treat- 
ment of  verminous  heads. 


Number  of  Persons  with  Verminous  Heads  Examined  and 
Treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station  during  1947 


New  Cases 

Treatments 

Examinations 

Bedford 

County 

Bedford 

County 

Bedford 

County 

Pre-School  children 











- 

School  children 

58 

3 

225 

10 

107 

5 

Adults  

12 

15 

24 

41 

26 

28 

Totals 

70 

18 

249 

51 

133 

33 

It  has  become  customary  for  the  children  of  certain  families  attending 
school  to  attend  the  Cleansing  Station  regularly  at  the  beginning  of  every  term. 
Objections  might  be  raised  to  this  practice  in  that  it  takes  away  from  the  parents 
the  responsibility  of  keeping  their  children  clean.  But  it  must  be  realised  that 
there  is  a certain  number  of  families  who  cannot  be  educated  to  the  ordinary 
standard  of  civilised  life,  and  the  action  taken  is  not  only  in  the  interests  of  the 
children  themselves,  but  also  prevents  infestation  of  the  great  majority  of  clean 
children  attending  the  schools. 


4.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  figures  show  the  numbers  immunised  during  the  year. 

Treatment 

Treatment  begun  but  not 
completed  completed 

Children  aged  0-5  527  ...  24 

Children  aged  5-15  186  ...  5 

Other  children  and  adults  1 ...  — 

In  addition  to  the  figures  just  given,  427  children,  aged  5-15,  received  a 
reinforcing  injection. 

The  number  of  children,  with  their  ages,  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
inimunisation  at  any  time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1947,  and  the  estimated 
mid-year  child  population  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population 


Numbers  of  Children  wlio  h 

tim 

ad  completed  a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any 
g up  to  31st  December,  1947 

Age  at  31.12.47 
i.e. 

Born  in  year 

Under 

1 

1947 

1 

1946 

9 

iW 

1945 

3 

1944 

4 

1943 

5 to  9 
1938-1942 

10  to  14 
1933-1937 

T()Vd\ 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

24 

t 

320 

363 

414 

392“ 

j 

2,408 

V 

2,281 

j 

6,202 

Estimated 
mid-year 
population, 
- 1947 

4,200 

6,690 

10,890 

The  figures  indicate  that  children  inimunised  under  the  Council’s  scheme 
form  36  per  cent,  of  all  children  at  ages  from  birth  up  to  five,  while  from  five  to 
fifteen  they  form  70  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

When  allowance  is  made  for  children  immunised  privately,  it  is  probable 
that  not  less  than  55-60  per  cent,  of  children  under  five  and  75-80  per  cent,  of 
older  children  have  been  immunised  in  some  way  or  another. 


VIII.  Conclusion 

The  year  under  review  and  the  present  year  have  shown  further  steps 
towards  the  promised  new  social  order,  especially  the  coming  into  force  not 
only  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  dealing  directly  with  health  and 
disease,  but  also  of  other  Acts  bearing  indirectly  upon  healtl^'as  the  National 
Insurance  Act,  1946,  and  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948y^flie  last  of  which 
new  National  Assistance  is  but  old  Poor  Law  writ  large. 

In  previous  reports  the  writer  has  called  attention  to  some  of  the  practical 
difficulties — which  do  not  grow  less — in  realising  the  promised  benefits,  but 
there  is  in  the  nature  of  things  a deeper  reason  why  the  expectations  of  many 
persons  are  bound  to  be  disappointed.  Carlyle,  a century  ago,  wrote  : — 
“Always  from  the  beginning  there  was  some  Millenium  prophesied  ; Millenium 
of  Holiness  ; but  (what  is  notable)  never  till  this  new  Era,  any  Millenium  of  mere 
Ease  and  plentiful  Supply.  In  such  prophesied  Lubberland,  of  Happiness, 
Benevolence,  and  Vice  cured  of  its  deformity,  trust  not,  my  friends  !’’  And  it  is 
now  some  century  and  a half  since  the  gospel  of  Jeremy  Bentham,  of  the  greatest 
happiness  of  the  greatest  number,  began  to  replace  an  older  and  now  obsolete 
gospel.  But  as  the  individual  who  takes  his  own  pleasure  as  his  sole  aim  is 
likely  to  find  in  the  end  that  all  is  vanity  and  a striving  after  wind,  so  also  a 
society  which  seeks  to  achieve  as  its  highest  conscious  purpose  the  greatest 
material  welfare  of  its  own  greatest  numbers  is  likely  to  find  in  the  end,  not  the 
greatest  happiness,  but  the  greatest  discontent  of  the  greatest  numbers  ; for 
human  desires  must  always  outrun  the  possibility  of  their  fulfilment. 

Meanwhile  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  reflections  like  this  will  influence 
present-day  policy,  and  there  is  nothing  that  a local  authority  or  its  individual 
members  or  officials  can  do  but  make  the  attempt  to  carry  out  the  details  of 
the  new  schemes  as  they  are. 
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Annual  Report  of 
The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

F.  G.  HAYNES,  Cert.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 


I.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  Report  shows  thfe  general  and  detailed  nature  of  the  duties 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Department  during  the  year  1947. 

This  Report  includes  particulars  with  regard  to  Sanitary  Inspections  of 
the  Area  ; in  conjunction  with  details  with  regard  to  matters  referred  to  in 
the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  relating  to  Housing  (Section  V), 
and  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  (Section  VI). 


1.  SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS  AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE  DUTIES 

Housing 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  76 

Houses  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *65 

Houses  at  which  works  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  16 
Premises  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  655 

Premises  where  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  403 

Premises  where  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  f382 

Revisits  to  houses  under  Housing  and  Public  Healths  Acts  ...  1,826 

* This  figure  includes  7 houses  inspected  in  1946  and  repaired  in  1947. 
t The  remaining  outstanding  notices  are  in  hand. 


Overcrowding 

Visits  made  25 

Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  9 

Houses  where  overcrowding  abated 5 

Infectious  Diseases 

Visits  made  154 

Verminous  and  Other  Conditions 

Visits  to  Verminous  Premises 193 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  Scabies  64 

Drainage 

House  drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee  3 

House  drains  where  defects  found  3 

Nursing  Home  or  Hospital  Drains  tested  2 

Nursing  Home  or  Hospital  Drains  where  defects  found  2 

School  and  Boarding  House  Drains  tested  2 

School  and  Boarding  House  Drains  where  defects  found  2 
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Drainage — continued 

Drains  tested  on  conaplaint  or  inspected  during  alterations  ...  154 

Drains  where  defects  found  ’ * 77 

Revisits  for  inspection  during  repairs  or  reconstruction  720 

Retests  made  to  drains 109 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

Visits  made  124 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Visits  made  73 

« 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc. 

Visits  made  43 

Public  Houses 

Visits  made  78 

Hotels 

Visits  made  51 

Restaurants 

Visits  made  • ...^  I49 

Fish-Frying  Premises 

Inspections  of  Premises 110 

Slaughterhouses 

Visits  made  1,032 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Visits  made  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  232 

Other  Food  Premises 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Premises  where  Food  is  prepared,  stored  or 

exposed  for  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,235 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling  ' 

Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Informal  Samples  procured  and  examined  in  the  Laboratory  of  the 

Public  Health  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Samples  of  Graded  Milk  submitted  for  examination...  ...  ...  80 

Samples  of  Ice  Cream  submitted  for  examination  ...  ...  ...  30 

Places  of  Entertainment 

Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o7 

Factories 

Visits  to  Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

Visits  to  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  55 

Visits  to  Outworkers’  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 
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Offices 

\^isits  made 


30 


Shops  Act 

\dsits  made 


197 


Premises  where  Animals  are  kept 

\dsits  made 


39 


Offensive  Trades 

Inspections  of  Premises 


16 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Acts 

Visits  made  to  Premises  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Inspections  made  to  Premises  by  Rodent  Operator  ... 
Visits  made  for  Treatment 


36 

987 

831 


Rent  Restriction  Acts 

Complaints  in  connection  with  Excessive  Rents 

Investigations 

Interviews 

Extortionate  Charges 


22 

22 

379 

17 


Sundry  Nuisances 

Visits  made  with  reference  to  complaints  or  nuisances  discovered...  124 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

Visits  made  (unclassified)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  633 

Visits  made  (Government  Evacuation  Scheme)  ...  ...  ...  19 


General  Administration 

Informal  Notices  served — 

Housing  Act 
Public  Health  Acts 
Shops  Acts  ... 

Factories  Act 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Various  Byelaws,  Orders  and  Regulations 


74 

403 

21 

33 

19 

3 


Total  number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  553 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  Statutory  Notices  or  take  any 
legal  proceedings. 


Floods  and  Gales 

Survey  of  Houses  subjected  to  flood  damage  540 

Survey  of  Food  Premises  subjected  to  flood  damage  12 

Inspections  of  Premises  to  assess  claims  for  compensation  for  damage 

caused  by  floods  and  gales  943 
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2.  TABLE  SHOWING  DETAILED  NATURE  OF  WORK 
CARRIED  OUT  AS  A RESULT  OF  INSPECTIONS 

(a)  Dwelling  Houses 

General  Improvements 

Defective  Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Defective  Chimney  Heads  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Eavesgutters  and  Downspouts  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  93 

Damp  Walls  remedied 72 

Defective  Walls,  Brickwork  and  Pointing  made  sound  ...  ...  24 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  322 

Defective  Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Defective  Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Defective  Walls  underfixed  1 

New  Sills  provided  or  repaired  to  Windows  and  Doors  ...  ...  17 

New  Windows  fixed  to  provide  additional  light  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Defective  Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Defective  Stair  Treads  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Handrails  provided  to  stairs  6 

Coppers  provided  6 

Defective  Coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Coppers  removed  5 

Rooms  provided  with  permanent  means  of  ventilation  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Food  Cupboards  made  sound  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Glazed  Sinks  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  sinks  ...  ...  ...  14 

Sinks  and  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Walls  cemented  or  tiled  at  back  of  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fasteners  repaired  to  Doors  and  Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ceilings  underdrawn  or  reinstated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Washbasins  renewed  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  Service  Pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Baths  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Repairs  to  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rent  Books  with  absence  of  Owner’s  name  and  address  ...  ...  5 

Rent  Books  with  absence  of  permitted  number  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rent  Books  with  absence  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  name  and 

address  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  Closets 

Additional  W.C.  provided  ...  ...  ...  ^ ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  W.C.  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

New  W.C. s built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pedestal  W.C.  provided  in  lieu  of  pail  closet  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.s  separated  from  barns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pedestal  pans  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  pans  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

W.C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cisterns  or  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

W.C.  compartments  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Ventilation  and  lighting  provided  ...  ...  ...  9 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  IS 

Outhouses 

Outhouses  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  1- 

Spoutings  repaired  or  renewed ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 
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Outhouses — continued 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 
Outhouses  cleansed 
Outhouses  demolished  ... 
Doors  provided  ... 


Drainage 

Blocked  Drains  cleared  and  flushed 

Drains  repaired  or  partially  reconstructed  ... 

Drains  wholly  relaid 

Interception  traps  fixed 

Inspection  Chambers  constructed 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired 

New  Covers  provided  to  Inspection  Chambers 
Fresh  Air  Inlets  provided  to  Interception  Traps 
New  Covers  provided  to  Gullys 
Soil  and  Vent  Pipes  repaired 


157 

71 

6 

4 

16 

8 

6 

7 

1 

3 


Yards 

Houses  at  which  Yards  were  paved 

Houses  at  which  Yard  paving  was  repaired  or  renewed  

Boundary  Walls  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Nuisances  abated  arising  from  accumulation  of  filth  or  keeping  of 
Animals  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Sanitary  Dustbins  provided 


5 

13 

22 

3 
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Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 

Rooms  disinfected 

Articles  of  Bedding,  Clothing,  etc.,  disinfected 
Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  after  Infectious  Disease 

Disinfestation 

Rooms  disinfested 

Articles  of  Bedding,  Clothing,  etc.,  steam  disinfested 
Articles  destroyed 


74 

...  5,250 


423 

1,487 

75 


(b)  Other  Housing  Accommodation 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Additional  Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  Artificial  Light  provided  ...  ‘ . . . ...  ...  ...  1 

Y ards  repaved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drains  reconstructed  or  repaired,  and  Inspection  Chambers  built, 

and  Soil  and  Vent  Pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

W.C.  Pedestal  Pans  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Additional  Glazed  Sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Service  Supply  Pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Sinks  replaced  with  Glazed  Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rooms  and  Staircases  and  Passages  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  12 

Additional  Cookers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  Fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

' Damp  Rooms  remedied  2 

Other  Improvements  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

Structural  Defects  remedied  

Other  Improvements  carried  out  ’ 

Limewashing  and  General  Cleansing  carried  out 

(c)  Food  Premises 
Public  Houses  and  Hotels 

Flushing  Tanks  provided  to  Urinals  ... 

Urinals  repaired  and  cleansed  ... 

Additional  W.C.s  provided  in  Hotels  ... 

Pedestal  Pans  fixed 

Soil  and  Vent  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
W.C.  Compartments  repaired  and  cleansed  ... 

Drainage  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Washbasins  provided  in  Hotels 
Sinks  and  Water  Supply  provided  in  Bar 
Waste  Pipes  provided  to  Sinks  in  Bar 
Hot  Water  Supply  provided  over  Sink  in  Bar 

Refreshment  Houses  and  Kitchens 

General  Cleansing  and  Redecoration  carried  out 
W.C.s  provided  ... 

W.C.s  repaired  or  rebuilt 
Urinals  provided 
Washbasins  provided 
Sinks  provided  ... 

Drains  repaired  ... 

Cooking  Ranges  provided 
Other  Improvements  carried  out 

Food  Preparing  Rooms 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated 

Ceilings  underdrawn 

Roofs  and  Spouting  repaired  ... 

Floors  repaired  ... 

Lighting  and  Ventilation  improved 
Sinks  provided  ... 

W.C.s  repaired 

W.C.  Compartments  cleansed  ... 

W.C.  Pedestal  Pans  fixed 
Drains  repaired  ... 

Other  improvements  carried  out 
Sanitary  Dustbins  provided 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Walls  cleansed  and  redecorated 
Additional  Windows  provided  ... 

Refrigerators  installed  ... 

Other  Improvements  carried  out 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Existing  Dairies  at  which  improvements  carried  out  

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  where  Limewashing  and  General  Cleansing 
carried  out  ... 
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Slaughterhouses 

Roofs  and  Spouting  repaired  ... 

W' alls  or  Ceilings  repaired 
Floors  repaired  ... 

Other  Improvements  carried  out 

Blocked  Drains  or  Defective  Drains  remedied  or  reconstructed 
Regular  periodic  Limewashing  and  General  Cleansing  carried  out... 
Sanitary  Dustbins  provided 


Offices  (d)  Other  Premises 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated 
Rooms  provided  with  Ventilation 
Rooms  where  Heating  installed 
Washbasins  provided 
W.C.s  provided  ... 

W.C.s  cleansed  ... 

Pedestal  Pans  fixed 
Soil  and  Vent  Pipes  fixed 
Inspection  Chambers  built 
Rest  Rooms  provided  ... 

Other  Improvements  carried  out 

Factories  (including  Bakehouses) 

Defective  Walls  or  Ceilings  remedied  ... 

Defective  Floors  remedied 

Defective  Lighting  or  Ventilation  remedied  ... 

Sanitary  Accommodation  requirements  complied  with  : 

{a)  Provided 

(^)  R.epaired  ...  •.«  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

Regular  periodic  limewashing  and  general  cleansing  carried  out  . . . 
Sinks  provided  ... 

Register  provided 
Accumulation  of  Refuse  removed 


Smoke  Abatement 

Structural  Improvements 
Smoke-preventing  Apparatus  installed 

Shops 

W.C.s  provided  ... 

W.C.  Compartments  repaired  or  rebuilt 
Pedestal  Pans  provided  in  lieu  of  defected  pans 
W.C.  Compartments  lighted  or  ventilated 
Drains  repaired  ... 

Washing  facilities  provided  or  repaired 

Heating  provided  

Ventilation  provided 

Shops  or  Stores  cleansed  and  redecorated 

Floors  repaired 

Y ard  Paving  repaired  ... 

Other  Improvements  carried  out 

Places  where  Animals  are  kept 

Structural  Defects  remedied 

Limewashing  and  general  cleansing  carried  out 


10 

2 

1 

4 
2 
6 
1 
1 

5 
1 
2 


3 

1 

2 

6 

16 

1 

18 

5 

1 

3 


2 

1 


5 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

15 

1 

1 

7 


2 

7 
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II.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  HOUSING 

(a)  Inspections 

(i)  Housing  Act,  1936 

Seventy-six  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925-1932,  and  informal  notices  were  served  in  74  instances.  Two 
houses  were  found  in  order. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices. 

Fifty-eight  houses  have  been  repaired,  and  the  work  is  in  hand  in  regard 
to  the  remaining  sixteen. 

In  addition,  seven  outstanding  notices  from  the  previous  year  were  complied 
with  during  1947. 

The  supervision  of  works  of  repair  to  houses  under  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts  entailed  1 ,826  visits. 

The  houses  were  inspected  following  upon  complaints.  The  routine 
inspection  of  houses  has  not  been  possible  due  to  the  reasons  given  below  : — • 

(1)  In  the  opinion  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  all  skilled  labour  should  be 
directed  to  the  erection  of  houses. 

(2)  Shortage  of  certain  building  materials,  particularly  slates,  guttering 
and  sanitary  fittings. 

(3)  Depleted  staff,  there  being  only  two  inspectors  in  the  Department 
during  the  first  six  months. 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  the  cost  of  repairing  houses  to-day  is  very  high, 
and  in  the  case  of  certain  owners  who  still  have  tenants  paying  standard  rents 
(1914)  it  tends  to  cause  hardship  to  them,  and  in  my  opinion  the  remedy  is  to 
allow  a statutory  increase  in  the  rent  of  such  houses  to  a more  equitable  figure, 
provided  that  the  landlords  keep  the  houses  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair. 

I am  fully  aware  that  a number  of  houses' in  the  borough  are  getting  into  a 
bad  state  of  repair,  but  as  soon  as  the  conditions  outlined  above  ease  work  of 
routine  inspection  will  be  resumed. 

In  view  of  the  housing  shortage  it  was  not  deemed  practicable  to  represent 
any  houses  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  14  cottages  in  the  Goldington  area,  on  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  in  1939,  are  still  occupied  under  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
These  houses  are  frequently  visited  in  order  to  secure  that  they  are  maintained 
in  a fair  condition,  but  it  may  be  stated  that  the  ten  houses  known  as  Swan 
Terrace  are  worn  out  and  will  have  to  be  demolished  at  the  first  available 
opportunity. 

(ii)  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Inspections  under  the  above-named  Act,  relating  to  nuisances,  were  made  to 
655  houses,  and  defects  and/or  nuisances  were  discovered  at  403  premises. 

In  382  cases  the  nuisances  were  abated  on  the  serving  of  informal  notices. 
The  works  required  to  be  undertaken  in  the  remaining  21  premises  will  be  carried 
out  during  the  early  part  of  1948. 

In  view  of  complaints  as  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  a private  dwelling 
house  and  the  refusal  of  the  occupier  to  grant  admission,  it  became  necessary  to 
institute  legal  action  under  the  Act  to  gain  admittance  to  investigate  the 
complaints.  Admission  was  eventually  secured  by  forcible  entry,  and  the  lower 
portion  of  the  house  was  found  to  be  in  a dirty  condition.  The  tenant  of  the 
house  was  later  certified  under  the  Lunacy  Act,  and  removed  to  a mental 
institution.  The  filthy  bedding  and  clothing  were  removed  and  destroyed, 
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and  the  premises  were  disinfested.  The  relatives  had  the  furniture,  etc., 
removed,  and  the  house  was  later  redecorated  throughout  and  relet. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  report  that  since  I was  appointed  to  my  present 
post  in  1929,  this  is  the  second  occasion  only  on  which  I have  had  to  resort  to 
legal  action  to  obtain  entry  to  a house. 

(b)  General 

(i)  General  Condition  of  Houses 

There  has  been  no  change  to  the  conditions  as  stated  in  the  1945  report 
relating  to  secondary  means  of  access  (access  to  yards),  closet  accommodation, 
sinks  and  internal  water  supply. 

Whth  regard  to  the  provision  of  baths  to  houses,  17  have  been  provided. 
It  is  now  estimated  that  there  are  still  some  3,400  houses  without  baths,  and 
where  they  could  be  suitably  fixed. 

Though  at  present  it  is  not  possible  to  enforce  by  law  the  provision  of 
baths  to  houses,  a number  of  owners  are  prepared  to  instal  them  as  soon  as 
supply  and  circumstances  permit.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  recently  issued  a Memorandum  specifying  that  all  houses  should  be 
provided  with  baths,  but  are  unable  to  enforce  this  recommendation  at  the 
present  time. 

(ii)  Observations 

The  work  of  securing  house  repairs  becomes  more  difficult  from  day  to  day, 
due  to  shortage  and  cost  of  materials  and  skilled  labour ; also  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  licences  for  work  costing  more  than  ten  pounds  complicates  and 
occasionally  delays  matters. 

(iii)  Purchase  of  Property 

Six  houses  of  low  standard  have  been  purchased  during  the  year  and 
necessary  repairs  to  maintain  them  in  a reasonable  state  have  been  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Housing  Manager. 

The  purchase  of  these  houses  in  proposed  redevelopment  areas  now  brings 
the  total  number  purchased  by  the  Corporation  to  76  during  the  past  four  years. 

(iv)  Old  Isolation  Hospital,  Mile  Road  (The  Woodlands) 

Subsequently  to  the  ceasing  of  the  use  of  the  above-named  premises  as 
stores,  the  buildings  were  adapted  as  dwellings  by  the  Housing  Department, 
and  16  families  were  housed. 

In  June,  fire  partly  destroyed  the  old  administrative  block,  which  housed 
three  families.  This  block  was  reconditioned,  and  as  a result  accommodation 
was  made  for  two  additional  families,  and  thus  18  families  are  now  accommo- 
dated on  the  premises. 

(v)  Dustbins 

Replacement  or  provision  of  dustbins  to  52  houses  was  made  after  com- 
plaints had  been  received. 

The  cost  of  dustbins  is  considerably  higher  than  pre-war  days,  and  there  is 
still  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  them  owing  to  shortage  of  materials. 

(vi)  Overcrowding 

At  25  houses  visited  on  complaint,  nine  were  found  to  be  overcrowded. 
These  were  referred  to  the  Housing  Manager,  and  in  five  cases  where  serious 
overcrowding  existed  the  families  were  rehoused.  In  the  remaining  four  cases, 
they  will  be  rehoused  when  suitable  accommodation  is  available. 
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A number  of  cases  of  alleged  overcrowding  have  been  brought  to  this 
Department  to  support  applications  for  Council  houses.  On  investigation  of 
some  of  the  cases  it  would  appear  that  overcrowding  has  been  deliberately 
caused  for  this  reason  alone. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  very  difficult  to  abate  overcrowding  and  resort  to 
legal  action  would  have  very  little  effect,  and  might  even  defer  the  applications 
of  persons  who  have  been  on  the  rehousing  list  for  some  years. 

The  answer  to  this  problem  is  to  ensure  that  every  family  occupies  a 
self-contained  dwelling. 

Although  there  were  only  nine  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered,  I have  no 
doubt  that  there  are  many  cases  existing,  but  this  could  not  be  determined 
unless  all  dwelling  houses  were  surveyed. 

The  present  legal  standard  for  overcrowding  is  low,  due  to  the  fact  that 
all  rooms  of  a house,  apart  from  the  scullery  and  bathroom,  are  taken  into  account 
when  computing  the  number  of  persons  who  are  permitted  to  sleep  in  the  house. 
In  my  opinion,  the  ideal  standard  would  be  for  bedrooms  only  to  be  permitted 
for  sleeping  purposes. 

2.  DRAINAGE 


The  following  table  is  a summary  of  the  houses  and  other  premises  at  which 
drains  were  tested  or  inspected  and  repair  work  carried  out. 


Type  of  Premises 

f 

No. 

tested 

■ No. 

inspected 

No.  where 
defects 
found 

No. 

wholly 

relaid 

No. 

repaired 

(i)  Private  Houses  : 

{a)  On  payment  of  fee 

3 

3 

3 

{b)  On  complaint,  etc. 

9 

148 

64 

5 

59 

(ii)  Schools  and  Boarding  Houses 
{a)  Harpur  Trust 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

(6)  Private  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(iii)  Nursing  Homes 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

(iv)  Hospitals 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(v)  Other  premises 

— 

6 

6 

1 

5 

Totals  ... 

17  , 

154 

78 

6 

72 

For  the  purpose  of  supervising  repairs  and  reconstruction  of  drainage,  720 
visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  109  retests  were  made. 

Owing  to  the  severe  weather  (frosts)  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a large 
number  of  W.C.  pans,  soil  pipes,  cisterns  and  water  pipes  became  defective. 
Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  replacement  of  these  fittings  owing 
to  their  being  in  short  supply. 

Another  difficulty  was  the  fact  that  some  owners  considered  that  replace- 
ment was  the  occupiers’  responsibility,  due  to  their  failure  to  take  adequate 
means  of  protection  against  frost,  but  this  problem  was  overcome. 

Eventually  all  defective  sanitary  fittings  were  replaced. 

At  one  factory  (Smithy,  Sandy  Road),  the  pail  closet  was  dispensed  with 
and  drainage  laid  to  the  public  sewer,  together  with  a water  closet. 

The  work  of  drainage  and  provision  of  water  closets  at  the  Maltings  Cottage, 
Ampthill  Road,  was  completed  during  the  year. 

During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  very  little  demand  for  testing  and 
reporting  on  drains  and  sanitary  fittings,  apart  from  complaints.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  on  account  of  the  present  housing  difficulties 
many  purchasers  have  been  glad  to  obtain  houses  at  an  enhanced  price,  and  are 
thus  in  many  cases  not  in  a position  to  afford  the  cost  of  repairs,  should  drains 
be  found  defective  on  testing. 
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I'liorc  are  (H  houses  in  the  borough  uot  connected  to  the  public  sewer, 
'fhese  are  as  follows: — Old  Fenlake,  10;  Biddenhain,  0;  (dapham  Road,  11  ; 
('anlington  area,  7 ; Goldington,  21  ; Kempston  Road,  4 ; Kimbolton  Road,  2. 

Of  these,  19  houses  are  scheduled  for  demolition.  At  the  remaining  42 
houses,  no  public  sewer  is  available. 

In  addition,  6 small  factories  are  not  connected  to  the  public  sewer,  there 
being  no  sewer  available. 


3.  OFFICE  PREMISES 

Inspections  were  made  to  30  offices  during  the  year.  At  two  an  additional 
W.C.  was  provided,  and  at  four  others  additional  washing  facilities  were  fixed. 

The  attention  of  the  local  authority  was  drawn  to  the  unsuitable  sanitary 
conveniences  for  the  use  of  the  male  staff  at  the  Town  Hall.  This  matter  was 
considered  by  the  appropriate  Committee  and  they  decided  to  have  the  accom- 
modation modernised.  This  work  should  be  completed  in  1948. 

As  there  was  no  separate  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  Town  Hall  for  lady 
members  of  the  Town  Council,  the  provision  of  such  accommodation  was 
authorised  by  the  Council  and  was  completed  during  the  year. 


4.  PUBLIC  HOUSES 

During  the  year,  78  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  public  houses,  and  in 
general  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a reasonable  condition. 

At  one  public  house  (The  Ship,  St.  Cuthbert’s  Street),  on  the  death  of  the 
elderly  tenant,  the  premises  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition.  The  whole  of  the  premises  have  now  been  redecorated  throughout 
and  structural  alterations  undertaken. 

Regarding  the  Anglers’  Rest,  Clapham  Road,  the  owners  are  now  preparing 
a scheme  for  suitable  drainage,  with  water  closets  in  lieu  of  pail  closets. 

In  connection  with  the  Anchor  at  Old  Fenlake,  the  owners  have  now  taken 
possession  of  the  premises  from  their  lessees,  and  are  preparing  a plan  for  suitable 
drainage,  together  with  water  closets  in  lieu  of  pail  closets. 

At  two  other  premises,  additional  W.C.  accommodation  has  been  provided 
so  as  to  afford  separate  arrangements  for  the  occupiers. 

With  regard  to  the  provision  of  hot  water  supply  to  the  sinks  in  bars  for 
the  washing  of  glasses,  utensils,  etc.,  it  was  only  found  possible  to  install  apparatus 
in  six  instances  during  the  period  under  review.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the 
installation  of  apparatus  at  the  remaining  public  houses  for  the  provision  of 
hot  water  will  be  completed  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  obtain  the  necessary 
licences  and  equipment. 

5.  HOTELS 

Fifty-one  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 

At  four  hotels  extensive  work  of  redecoration  was  undertaken,  and  in  three 
instances  work  of  reconstruction  of  drainage  was  carried  out,  together  with 
additional  W.C.  and  washing  accommodation. 

6.  RESTAURANTS 

A total  of  149  visits  was  made  to  the  37  restaurants  in  the  borough  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  that  they  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition  and 
that  the  food  is  properly  prepared  and  served  under  hygienic  conditions. 

At  32  premises,  work  of  redecoration  was  carried  out,  and  at  one,  additional 
sanitary  accommodation  was  provided. 

The  local  authority  maintain  a Civic  Restaurant  in  Mill  Street,  to  which 
I,  as  Administrative  Officer,  make  frequent  inspections. 
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7.  BAKEHOUSES 

There  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  46  bakehouses,  none  of 
which  came  under  the  category  "underground."  Ten  of  them  are  not  in  use. 

One  bakehouse  was  demolished  during  the  year. 

On  account  of  fire,  one  of  the  premises  had  to  be  partially  reconstructed. 

Informal  notices  were  served  upon  the  occupiers  of  eight  bakehouses, 
requiring  them  to  carry  out  necessary  cleansing  to  the  premises.  At  one, 
washing  facilities  were  provided. 

At  three  premises  solid  fuel  ovens  were  dispensed  with  and  gas  ovens  were 
installed. 

The  method  of  baking  at  all  bakehouses  is  as  follows  : — 

Solid  fuel  23 

d>o  •••  •••  •••  •••  X 

Electricity  ...  ...  1 

I have  discussed  with  the  bakers  the  subject  of  dispensing  with  solid  fuel 
and  replacement  by  gas  or  electric  heating  in  order  to  eliminate  dust  and  dirt 
in  the  bakehouses  when  firing  ovens.  A number  of  the  bakers  are  interested  in 
conversion  and  have  made  enquiries  from  manufacturers,  but  they  have  been 
informed  that  there  will  be  considerable  delay  on  any  orders  placed.  Three 
bakers  have  already  placed  orders  for  gas-firing  apparatus,  and  these  should  be 
installed  during  1948. 

The  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  during  the  year  was  165. 


8.  ICE  CREAM  PREMISES 


The  following  table  shows  the  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
and/or  sale  of  ice  cream  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream...  ...  19 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 


Total 


94 


Manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  as  follows  : — 

By  heat  treatment  (or  hot  mix)  6 

By  cold  mix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Not  manufacturing  at  present  3 


Total 


19 


When  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  came  into  force  in  May,  1947,  all 
manufacturers  were  supplied  with  details  of  the  Regulations,  and  they  were 
subsequently  interviewed. 

At  one  premises  works  of  structural  alteration  were  carried  out  and  an 
additional  W.C.  was  provided. 

Periodic  inspections  are  made  to  manufacturers’  premises,  and  in  all  131 
visits  were  paid  to  ensure  that  ice  cream  is  prepared  under  hygienic  conditions. 

Where  the  sale  of  ice  cream  only  is  undertaken  from  shops,  etc.,  this  is 
mainly  pre-packed  and  stored  in  cabinets. 

In  the  case  of  vehicles  and  kiosks  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold,  the  owners 
have  been  called  upon  to  provide  an  overall  roof  and  screening  for  the  protection 
of  the  commodity  and  to  provide  washing  facilities  for  persons  handling  the 

product. 
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9.  MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  PRESERVED  FOODS,  &c. 

(a)  Sausages  and  Preserved  Foods 

Periodic  inspections  were  made  to  premises  where  sausages  or  preserved 
foods  intended  for  sale  are  manufactured.  At  one  premises  structural  altera- 
tions were  undertaken. 

(b)  Fish  Frying 

One  hundred  and  ten  visits  were  made  to  fish-frying  premises  during  the 
year.  At  three  establishments  new  ranges  were  provided,  and  at  one  premises 
a building  was  erected  for  the  preparation  of  fish. 

10.  SWEETS 

Inspections  were  made  to  the  three  premises  at  which  sweets  are  manufac- 
tured, and  these  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

11.  SHOPS,  STALLS  AND  VEHICLES 

In  all,  1,235  visits  were  made  to  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles,  where  food  is 
prepared,  stored  and  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  hygienic  conditions 
exist. 

With  regard  to  food  stalls  on  the  Market  Square,  there  is  always  the  risk  of 
contamination  from  dust,  although  care  is  taken  by  the  stallholders,  and  the 
solution  to  this  problem  is  the  provision  of  a covered-in  market. 

12.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  carried  on  in  the  borough,  namely,  dealers 
in  rags  and  bones,  and  16  visits  were  made  to  the  three  establishments  concerned. 
At  two  of  these  premises,  structural  alterations  have  been  carried  out  and  the 
premises  cleansed. 

13.  PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT 
(Theatre,  Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  etc.) 

(a)  Bedford  County  Theatre 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  dressing  rooms  and  auditorium  have  been 
cleansed  and  repainted. 

(b)  Cinemas 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  four  cinemas  in  the  town,  and  a report 
was  submitted  to  the  Licensing  Authority  (Bedfordshire  County  Council), 
stating  that  the  premises  were  being  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

(c)  Dance  Halls,  etc. 

Works  of  redecoration  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Corn  Exchange, 
Crofton  Rooms,  Dujon  and  Glider  Rink. 

(d)  General 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  all  these  buildings  was  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

A total  number  of  57  visits  was  made. 

14.  SHOPS  ACT,  1934— SECTION  10 
HEALTH  AND  COMFORT  OF  SHOP  WORKERS 

Inspections  continue  to  be  made  to  shops  under  the  above-named  Section  of 
the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and  generally  the  premises  were  found  to  be  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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Improvements  were  undertaken  as  follows  : 

Additional  W.C.s  at  live  premises. 

Additional  washing  facilities  at  four  premises. 

Cleansing  and  redecoration  at  15  premises. 

During  the  period  under  review  197  visits  were  made.  These  visits  do  not 
include  those  made  for  other  purposes,  such  as  inspection  of  food,  etc. 

15.  PLAGES  WHERE  ANIMALS  ARE  KEPT 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  where  pigs  are  being 
kept.  In  only  one  case  was  any  complaint  received,  and  on  my  advice  the 
owner  agreed  to  remove  his  buildings  to  a more  remote  position. 

In  connection  with  stables,  the  only  complaints  received  were  on  account  of 
failure  to  remove  manure  regularly,  especially  in  the  summertime,  and  in  such 
cases  appropriate  action  v/as  taken. 

16.  PLANS  FOR  NEW  BUILDINGS  OR  ADAPTATIONS 

TO  EXISTING  BUILDINGS 

All  plans  for  new  buildings  or  adaptations  to  existing  buildings  are  b\^ 
arrangement  with  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  examined  by  me  before 
submission  to  the  Town  Planning  Committee,  and  any  observations  made  by 
me  relating  to  them  are  duly  noted  and,  where  necessary,  amendments  are  made. 
Co-operation  between  the  two  Departments  in  this  connection  is  valuable,  as  it 
assures  that  both  planning  and  sanitary  requirements  are  covered. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  conversion  of  large  type  houses  into  self- 
contained  flats  is  on  the  increase,  and  this  gives  an  increase  in  the  housing 
accommodation. 

17.  RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year. 


Class  of 
Premises 

0 

No.  of 
Premises 
In- 
spected 

Degree  of  Infestation 

Treatment 

Estimated 
No.  of 
Vermin 
Destroyed 

Con- 

tracts 

entered 

into 

Heavy 

50-100 

Med’m 

12-50 

Small 

1-12 

j Free 

No. 

of 

\dsits 

No.  of 
Treat- 
ments 

R 

M 

R 

M 

R 

M 

R 

M 

Business 

465 

2 

1 

8 

9 

1 5 

9 

428 

123 

38 

275 

307 

35 

Houses 

521 

— 

— 

5 

2 

180 

77 

257 

703 

236 

529 

448 

— 

Corporation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

400 

- 

— 

Totals  . . . 

987 

3 

1 

13 

1 1 

195 

79 

685 

831 

305 

1,204 

755 

35 

{li^Rats  M = Mice) 


From  1st  July,  1947,  to  1st  November,  1947,  the  Department  was  without 
the  services  of  a Rodent  Operator,  caused  by  resignation.  A new  Operator 
commenced  duties  in  November,  1947. 

The  work  of  inspection  was  curtailed,  on  account  of  the  above,  for  a period 
of  four  months,  and  during  this  period  it  was  only  possible  to  deal  with  com- 
plaints, and  these  were  investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

As  is  indicated  in  the  table  the  infestation  by  rodents  is  not  serious,  there 
being  only  four  cases  discovered  under  the  heading  “Heavy.”  The  absence  of 
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heavy  infestation,  apart  from  the  four  cases  mentioned  above,  in  my  opinion, 
is  due  to  the  work  of  eradication  undertaken  by  my  Department  over  a number 
of  years. 

The  heavy  infestation  at  Corporation  premises  relates  to  the  Refuse 
Destructor  Works,  and  in  view  of  the  nature  of  the  work  carried  on  it  is  necessary 
to  keep  the  property  under  observation. 

'Idle  majority  of  the  infestations,  particularly  relating  to  houses,  were  small 
and  were  in  the  main  due  to  an  increase  in  the  keeping  of  poultry,  rabbits,  etc., 
in  back  gardens. 

A sum  of  8s.  Od.  was  recovered  from  the  occupiers  of  business  premises 
for  work  carried  out  under  contract,  at  the  rate  of  4s.  Od.  per  hour  per  man. 

No  charge  is  made  for  work  undertaken  at  dwelling  houses  or  Corporation 
property. 

I would  like  to  comment  that  although  from  a financial  point  of  view  this 
service  is  not  a paying  concern,  the  results  of  eradication  more  than  compensate 
for  this  by  the  reduction  in  the  amount  of  damage  to  foodstuffs  and  property. 
It  may  be  of  interest  to  report  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  have  agreed  to 
make  contributions  to  this  Authority  in  1948  in  respect  of  work  undertaken  at 
dwelling  houses. 

The  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  continues  to  undertake  the  work  of 
destruction  of  rats  in  the  public  sewers.  This  work  greatly  assists  in  the 
prevention  of  heavy  infestation,  particularly  in  the  older  parts  of  the  borough. 

I should  like  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  Bishop,  an 
official  of  the  Divisional  Rodent  Office,  particularly  in  assisting  with  the  training 
of  the  local  rodent  operator. 

18.  RENT  RESTRICTION  ACTS,  1920-1939 

(a)  Unfurnished  Accommodation 

During  the  year  22  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  relating  to 
unfurnished  rooms.  The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken. 


Type  of 
Letting 

Rent 
Charged 
(per  week) 

Rent 

Exces- 

sive 

Rent 

Reduced  to 
(per  week) 

Remarks 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

3 rooms 

15 

0 

Ves 

9 

0 

6 rooms 

30 

0 

No 

— 

Standard  rent 

1 room 

17 

6 

Yes 

10 

0 

5 rooms 

30 

0 

No 



Standard  rent 

2 rooms 

20 

0 

Ves 

7 

0 

5 rooms 

16 

0 

Yes 

12 

0 

Two  years’  excess  rent  repaid. 

3 rooms 

35 

0 

\ es 

30 

0 

40s.  Od.  refunded 

3 rooms 

30 

0 

Yes 

17 

6 

3 rooms 

27 

6 

Ves 

12 

6 

2 rooms 

16 

0 

Ves 

8 

0 

3 rooms 

20 

0 

Yes 

15 

0 

1 room 

15 

0 

Yes 

10 

0 

2 rooms 

25 

0 

VYs 

13 

0 

4 rooms 

30 

0 

No 

— 

Standard  rent 

4 rooms 

20 

0 

No 

— 

Standard  rent 

2 rooms 

15 

0 

Yes 

5 

0 

2 rooms 

20 

0 

Yes 

15 

0 

5 rooms 

12 

6 

No 

Standard  rent 

6 rooms 

25 

0 

Yes 

17 

6 

2 rooms 

12 

6 

Ves 

10 

0 

1 room 

10 

0 

Ves 

7 

0 

1 room 

10 

0 

Yes 

7 

0 
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Where  excessive  rents  were  found  to  be  charged  the  owners  were  interviewed 
and  subsequently  agreed  to  accept  my  advice  to  reduce  the  rents  to  the  amounts 
indicated  above. 

(b)  Furnished  Accommodation 

The  question  of  extortionate  rents  charged  for  furnished  accommodation  is 
now  a matter  for  the  Rent  Tribunal,  and  any  complainants  are  advised  to 
contact  this  body. 

I am  of  opinion  that  a number  of  people  have  not  applied  to  this  Tribunal 
.in  view  of  the  fact  that  after  three  months  have  elapsed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Tribunal  action  can  be  taken  to  evict  any  tenants  concerned. 

(c)  Possession  Orders 

In  two  cases  where  the  owners  had  applied  to  the  County  Court  for  posses- 
sion of  houses  due  to  deterioration  of  the  premises  caused  by  the  tenants, 
I was  called  upon  to  give  evidence  in  support  of  the  applications.  In  one  case 
judgment  for  possession  was  given,  and  in  the  other  an  order  for  possession  was 
suspended. 

(d)  General 

Tenants,  sub-tenants  and  owners  frequently  call  at  the  office  for  information 
relating  to  various  matters  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts,  and 
379  such  interviews  were  held. 


HI.  Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be 
controlled  by  Byelaws  and  Regulations 

1.  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS 

There  are  still  a number  of  houses  let  as  “Houses  Let  in  Lodgings",  mostly 
of  the  larger  type  and  mainly  situated  in  the  residential  area  of  the  town 
between  Midland  Road  and  Clapham  Road. 

At  a number  of  these  houses,  rooms  are  found  to  be  occupied  by  tenants 
with  young  children  and  in  some  cases  overcrowding  is  found  to  exist.  Often 
four  to  six  families  inhabit  the  premises.  This  type  of  dwelling  in  my  opinion 
cannot  be  considered  ideal  for  young  children,  especially  where  they  are  accom- 
modated on  the  upper  floors,  and  also  where  they  have  to  play  in  the  garden, 
which  is  common  to  all  families. 

As  soon  as  other  housing  accommodation  becomes  available  it  is  hoped 
to  rehouse  many  of  the  families  concerned,  and  to  encourage  the  owners  of 
the  vacated  houses  to  convert  them  into  self-contained  flats. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-four  visits  were  made  to  these  dwellings  during 
the  period  under  review. 

2.  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  three  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  borough,  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  situation,  accommodation  for  male  lodgers,  and 
the  number  of  such  lodgers  admitted  during  the  year. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS 
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Sitaation 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 
LodgXM's 

8a  Tav'istock  Place 

• * • 

Bedrooms 

• • • • • • 

liods 

40 

Admitted 

...  13,368 

4 All  Hallows  Lane 

• • • 

4 

• • • 1.  • • • 

19 

5,772 

22  All  Hallows  Lane 

« • • 

9 

• • • ^ • • • 

16 

2,476 

12 

75 

21,616 

The  premises  at  22  Allhallows  Lane  have  been  redecorated  throughout. 
Structural  alterations  have  also  been  made  so  that  there  is  now  no  direct 
communication  between  the  lodging  house  and  the  public  house.  Additions 
have  also  been  made  to  the  washing  accommodation.  New  beds,  bedding  and 
furniture  have  been  provided,  the  old  equipment  being  destroyed.  The 
premises,  having  been  closed  since  January,  were  re-opened  in  June  under  new 
management.  On  account  of  the  structural  alterations  the  number  of  beds 
available  has  been  reduced  from  28  to  16. 

All  the  lodging  houses  have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
and  in  all  73  visits  were  made  to  them. 

There  is  still  a great  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation,  especially  as 
the  Casual  Wards  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  are  still  closed.  There 
was  an  increase  of  over  1 ,000  lodgers  on  the  previous  year’s  figures,  and  it  may 
be  necessary,  should  the  figures  continue  to  increase,  for  the  local  authority  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  them  providing  a lodging  house  under  their  own 
control. 


3.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 
(a)  Caravans  at  Fairground 

The  caravans  used  by  the  showmen  at  the  Statute  Fairs  in  Commercial 
Road  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

Also  inspection  was  made  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  (pail  closets). 
No  cases  of  illness  or  disease  was  discovered  among  the  van  dwellers. 


(b)  Other  Sites 

During  the  year  the  occupiers  of  10  caravans  were  granted  licences  to 
station  their  vehicles  at  the  following  sites. 

No.  of 

Site  Caravans 


Clarence  Yard,  St.  John’s  Street 
Anglers’  Rest,  Clapham  Road 
Park  Farm,  Bury  Walk 
Paddock  at  1 Goldington  Green 


4 

2 

2 

2 


Total 


10 


Inspections  have  been  made  and  the  caravans  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

In  view  of  the  housing  shortage  and  the  popularity  of  caravans,  there  is  a 
tendency  for  this  type  of  dwelling  to  increase,  but  when  conditions  permit  the 
use  of  caravans  as  permanent  dwellings  on  these  sites  should  be  discouraged. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  Bedford. 


4.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Apart  from  smoke  emission  at  three  factories  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  there  has  been  no  other  cause  of  complaint  regarding  smoke  nuisance. 
Occupiers  of  dwelling  houses  surrounding  one  of  these  factories  complained  of 
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the  undue  emission  of  smoke  and  grit  from  the  fact(jry  chimney,  and  these 
complaints  were  found  to  be  justified.  The  management  was  interviewed,  and 
agreed  that  there  had  been  cause  for  complaint,  which  they  attributed  to  the 
poor  quality  of  the  fuel  supplied  to  them  over  a long  period. 

In  view  of  these  complaints  I communicated  with  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and 
Power  asking  them  for  the  firm  concerned  to  be  supplied  with  a better  grade  of 
fuel. 

An  official  of  the  Ministry  visited  Bedford  and  inspected  the  boilers,  and 
discussed  the  question  of  firing  with  the  management,  the  stoker,  and  myself. 
He  promised  to  do  whatever  possible  to  obtain  a better  supply  of  fuel. 

The  management  are  making  efforts  to  restrict  the  emission  of  grit  by 
building  an  economiser,  which  should  be  completed  early  in  1948. 

Since  the  investigation  and  the  supply  of  better  fuel  there  has  been  some 
improvement  but  at  times  undue  emission  of  smoke  has  been  observed.  The 
firm,  however,  are  anxious  to  do  all  they  can  to  avoid  nuisances,  and  are  now 
consulting  manufacturers  regarding  improvements  to  their  firegrates. 

Two  of  the  three  firms  mentioned  (including  the  one  of  which  complaints 
have  been  received  as  outlined  above),  on  account  of  the  very  unsatisfactory 
quality  of  the  coal  supplied  to  them,  and  with  the  full  support  of  the  Ministry  of 
Fuel  and  Power,  have  installed  the  necessary  equipment  to  convert  the  boilers 
from  coal  to  oil  fuel,  and  have  spent  a considerable  sum  in  so  doing.  But  un- 
fortunately, they  have  been  informed  that  the  supply  of  oil  will  be  delayed  till 
at  least  April,  1948. 

The  third  source  of  complaint  relates  to  the  Electricity  Works  which,  the 
management  state,  is  due  to  poor  quality  fuel  supplied  and  to  the  heavy  demand 
for  electricity. 


IV.  Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  factories  on  the  register,  the 
number  of  inspections  made,  and  the  number  of  defects  discovered  and  results 
of  action  taken. 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

Inspections 

Number 

of 

Written 

Notices 

Number 

of 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enhn'ced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

66 

55 

4 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

314 

408 

27 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premise.s) . . . 

4 

4 

2 

— 

Total  ... 

384 

467 

33 

— 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  wh 

lich  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  (ileaiiliiiess 

13 

18 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

1 



Inadecunite  \ entilation 

1 



Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
(a)  Insufficient 

4 

6 

— 

1 

— 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  Defective  ... 

16 

16 

— 

3 

1 

■ 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes  ... 

1 

1 



— 

Other  Otfences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outworiv) 

11 

18 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

'Total 

47 

59 

2 

6 



2.  OUTWORK 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  outworkers  on  the  register. 


Nature  oi  \\'ork 

Wearing  apparel  (making,  etc.) 

Household  linen  ... 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings  ... 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

Forty-nine  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  premises  were  found  to 
be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


No.  of 
Outworkers 

38' 

1 

1 

8 


V.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

1.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Investigations  were  made  in  certain  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases, 
and  the  following  up  of  contacts  with  such  diseases.  In  all,  a total  of  137  visits 
were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

2.  DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  of  74  rooms  and  5,250  articles  of  bedding  and  clothing,  etc., 
after  cases  of  infectious  disease,  tuberculosis,  and  cancer  were  carried  out. 

In  addition,  steam  disinfection  of  quantities  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  was 
undertaken  for  bedding  firms  and  national  and  local  authorities’  undertakings, 
for  which  moderate  charges  were  made  to  cover  expenses.  A sum  of  £34  1 2s.  5d. 
was  received  in  this  connection. 

By  arrangement  with  libraries  concerned,  all  books  on  issue  to  houses 
where  infectious  disease  has  occurred  are  withdrawn  by  this  Department  for 
disinfection  or  destruction.  After  disinfection,  books  are  returned  direct  to  the 
libraries. 

3.  DISINFESTATION 

Tlie  work  of  destroying  insect  pests  of  all  types  is  carried  out  by  this 
Department  and  no  charge  is  made  for  this  service.  The  general  method 


68 


BEDFORD  HEALTH  REPORT 


employed  is  by  spraying  liquid  insecticides  containing  D.D.T.  In  certain 
cases,  insecticide  powder  containing  D.D.T.  is  used.  The  results  of  treatment 
were  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infested  premises  treated,  together 
with  the  type  of  infestation. 


Premises 

No. 

Rooms 

Type  of  Pest 

Private  Houses — Council 

...  11 

...  39  ... 

Bugs 

Others  ... 

...  72 

...  384  ... 

Bugs 

Private  Houses 

...  14 

46 

Ants 

Private  Houses 

...  2 

...  1 ^5  ... 

Beetles 

Private  Houses 

...  9 

18  ... 

Other  Pests 

Business  Premises 

...  2 

...  12  ... 

Beetles 

Although  it  was  a very  hot  summer  and  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  infested  houses  over  the  previous  year,  none  of  the  infestations  were  of  a 
serious  nature. 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures,  in  13  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to 
remove  and  destroy  filthy  bedding. 

4.  SCABIES 

During  the  year  64  visits  were  made  with  the  Health  Visitor  to  houses  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  cases  of  scabies  and  arranging  for  the  necessary  treat- 
ment. In  one  instance  it  was  necessary  to  institute  formal  action  to  enforce 
treatment  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941. 


VI.  Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911-1928 

There  are  only  a few  premises  at  which  rag  flock  is  used  by  the  furnishing 
trade,  and  as  this  material  was  supplied  with  guarantees  of  cleanliness,  it  was  not 
considered  necessary  to  take  any  samples. 


VII.  War-Time  Schemes 

1.  OLD  PEOPLE’S  HOSTEL 

The  Old  People’s  Hostel,  14  Rothsay  Place,  was  closed  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  and  on  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  inmates  were 
transferred  to  other  areas. 

The  Government  equipment  was  removed,  some  being  transferred  to  other 
hostels  and  the  remainder  being  sold. 

2.  HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION 

There  are  still  a few  evacuated  families  being  accommodated  in  requisi- 
tioned and  other  houses.  These  premises  are  maintained  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Housing  Department,  and  visits  of  inspection  are  periodically  made  by 
myself  in  company  with  the  Housing  Manager. 
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VIll.  Sale  of  Equipment 

During  the  year  the  sale  of  the  following  equipment  was  undertaken  by 
this  Department. 

c,, Proceeds  of  Sale 


£85  14 
53  6 
1 74  0 


3 

0 

0 


(a)  Government  Equipment  ...  ...  ...  • • • 

(b)  Old  People’s  Equipment — Gift  from  Panacea  Society 

(c)  Mile  Road  Hospital — Laundry  Equipment,  etc.  ... 

(a)  The  proceeds  of  the  Government  Equipment  have  been  forwarded' to 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  This  completed  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
equipment  which  remained  on  issue  to  this  Authority. 

(b)  On  instructions  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  this  sum  has  been 
retained  by  the  Borough  Treasurer  as  a nucleus,  should  an  Old  People’s  Home 


be  established. 

(c)  On  instructions  of*  the  Public  Health  Committee  the  disused  laundry 
equipment  at  the  old  Mile  Road  Isolation  Hospital  was  sold  by  tender  and  the 
proceeds  were  paid  into  the  General  Rate  Fund. 


IX.  Damage  caused  by  Floods  and  Gales 

On  Friday,  14th  March,  due  to  the  rapid  thaw,  certain  areas  of  the  town 
were  subjected  to  flooding,  water  gaining  access  to  a large  number  of  houses  and 
business  premises,  causing  a great  amount  of  damage  to  the  interiors  and 
personal  effects.  Many  of  the  houses  were  flooded  to  a depth  of  at  least  two 
feet,  and  the  water  did  not  subside  completely  for  many  hours.  On  Monday, 
17th  March,  the  water  again  rose,  but  subsided  fairly  quickly. 

In  addition,  on  Sunday  evening,  March  16th,  a severe  gale  caused  consider- 
able damage  to  roofs,  chimney  stacks,  gutterings,  walls,  fences  and  windows,  to 
property  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough.  Five  houses  were  severely  damaged,  and 
it  was  necessary  in  three  cases  to  rehouse  the  occupants  temporarily,  pending 
repairs. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  15th  and  16th  March,  a general  inspection  of 
the  flooded  areas  of  the  town  was  made  with  a view  to  ascertaining  what 
necessary  steps  should  be  taken  to  alleviate  the  position  of  affected  householders. 

Following  upon  this  inspection  and  after  consultation  with  the  Mayor, 
arrangements  were  made  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  British  Restaurant  to 
provide  meals,  and  with  the  W.V.S.  to  deliver  them  to  householders  in  the  flooded 
areas.  Over  a period  of  three  days  a total  of  1 ,466  dinners  were  supplied  free 
and  delivered  to  the  houses. 

In  view  of  the  serious  dampness  and  damage  caused  to  household  effects,  a 
conference  of  chief  officers  of  the  Corporation  and  local  officials  of  the  various 
Ministries  was  called  by  the  Mayor,  when  it  was  decided  to  expedite  deliveries  of 
coal  for  the  purpose  of  drying  out  the  rooms,  the  provision  of  soap  and  dis- 
infectant for  cleaning  purposes,  and  for  the  provision  of  new  floor  covering. 

In  addition,  in  order  to  determine  the  extent  of  damage  to  houses  and 
household  effects,  I agreed  to  arrange  for  a detailed  inspection  to  be  made,  and 
this  was  undertaken  and  completed  by  31st  March. 

A report  on  this  inspection  was  made  and  submitted  to  the  local  authority, 
and  the  Regional  Officers'of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Board  of  Trade  and  Ministry 
of  Fuel  and  Power. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  premises  visited  : — 

Houses 540 

Food  Premises  12 
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Householders  were  advised  to  apply  to  the  Citizens’  Advice  P>ureau,  'I'own 
Hall,  Bedford,  for  an  official  application  form  for  permits  to  obtain  replacement 
of  damaged  articles  of  furniture  and  floor  covering,  and  when  completed,  to 
return  forms  to  the  Citizens’  Advice  Bureau,  so  that  they  could  be  forwarded  in 
bulk  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

At  the  request  of  the  local  authority,  on  2nd  April  I attended  a Conference 
at  the  Guildhall,  Cambridge,  convened  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  discuss  the 
question  of  flood  damage  in  the  Eastern  Region,  and  steps  which  could  be  taken 
to  alleviate  the  damage  to  property  and  household  goods. 

Following  upon  the  Conference,  local  action  was  taken  accordingly. 

Upon  the  inauguration  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London’s  Flood  Distress  Fund, 
persons  were  advised  to  submit  claims  for  damage  to  the  local  authority,  and 
these  were  duly  considered  by  a specially  appointed  Committee. 

In  order  to  verify  claims,  visits  were  made  by  offlcers  of  this  Department, 
and  individual  reports  were  submitted  to  the  Mayor,  so  that  reasonable  assess- 
ments could  be  made. 

In  all,  943  visits  were  paid  to  premises  in  connection  with  claims  made  for 
damage  caused  by  floods  and  gales. 

As  can  be  gleaned  from  the  information  given,  a considerable  amount  of 
time  outside  normal  office  hours  was  devoted  by  members  of  the  staff  engaged 
on  this  work,  and  by  so  doing  one  was  able  to  judge  the  extent  of  the  problem 
and  to  render  immediately  such  services  as  might  be  found  necessary. 

The  greatest  difficulty  one  had  to  contend  with  was  dampness  to  rooms, 
furniture,  clothing,  etc.,  and  the  appropriate  advice  was  given. 

The  Ministry  of  Works  sent  a portable  drying  apparatus  for  drying  the 
interiors  of  houses,  and  a supply  of  Fungicide  Powder  for  treatment  of  furniture. 

In  view  of  the  supply  of  additional  coal  for  drying  of  houses  it  was  not  found 
necessary  to  use  the  portable  drying  apparatus,  and  only  in  a few  cases  was  the 
powder  used. 


X.  Conclusion 

The  year  under  review  has  been  a very  exacting  one  for  the  Department 
as  a whole,  due  to  the  fact  that  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  there  were  only 
two  Sanitary  Inspectors — Mr.  Wilkinson  and  myself— engaged  on  inspectorial 
duties  (partly  on  account  of  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Martin  after  a long  illness*«4 
April,  and  to  the  existence  of  a vacancy  caused  by  a resignation  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year). 

Three  advertisements  have  been  inserted  in  official  journals  in  order  to 
obtain  replacements  for  the  two  vacant  posts  mentioned  above,  and  so  far  only 
one  has  been  filled  ; the  newly-appointed  Inspector  commencing  duties  in  July. 

I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committees,  and  also  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Housing  Manager,  and  other  Chief  Officers,  and  their  staffs,  also  to  the  whole 
of  the  staff  of  this  Department,  for  their  valuable  co-operation  in  the  duties 
undertaken. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  HAYNES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 


